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BIOGRAPHY. 

MEMOIR  OF  THE  LATE  REV.  JOHN  ERSKINE,  D.  D. 

In  exhibiting  ‘‘  biographical  sketches  of  eminent  chrisuans”  we 
have  hitherto  taken  into  view  only  such  as  have  been  burning 
and  shining  lights  amongst  ourselves ;  our  plan,  however,  does 
not  restrict  us  to  these,  But  permits  us  to  take  the  wide  range 
of  the  whole  Christian  church.  Aviuling  ourselves  of  this  advan¬ 
tage  we  now  present  our  readere  with  a  memoir  of  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Erskincy  of  Lauriston,  near  Edinburgh,  whose 
name  has  long  been  known  among  us,  and  is  dear  to  many  in 
America,  who  either  corresponded,  or  were  personally  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  him.  We  are  indebted  to  Evangelical  Magazine  iov 
the  memoir. 

If  honourable  birth  and  personal  endowments;  if  amiable 
manners  and  extensive  benevolence ;  if  early  and  exemplary  piety 
and  unremitted  zeal,  during  a  long  and  laborious  life ;  if  any,  or 
all  these  qualities  combined,  can  give  weight  and  interest  to  cha¬ 
racter,  Dr.  John  Erskine  must  be  ranked  among  the  most  eminent 
persons  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

This  excellent  man  was  descended  from  two  of  the  most  an¬ 
cient  houses  in  the  peerage  of  Scotland ;  and  his  nearest  relations 
belong  to  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  respectable  families 
of  that  country.  His  father,  Mr.  Erskine  of  Camock,  who  will 
always  be  mentioned  as  a  man  of  superior  worth  and  eminent 
talents,  was  an  advocate  at  the  Scotch  bar;  and,  for  some  time, 
professor  of  Scotch  law  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh.  His  “  In¬ 
stitutes  of  the  Law  of  Scotland,*’  in  five  folio  volumes,  as  a  book 
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of  authority  and  of  profound  information,  is  well  known  to  have 
placed  his  name  among  lawyers  of  the  first  rank. 

Dr.  Erskine  was  the  eldest  son  of  this  respectable  man ;  and 
will  be  allowed  to  have  added,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the  honour 
of  his  family.  His  noble  soul  animated  a  feeble  and  slender  body; 
and  yet,  through  the  goodness  of  providence  to  the  church,  and  to 
the  world,  he  was  enabled  to  sustain  many  severe  shocks  of  ad¬ 
versity  ;  and  was  preserved,  with  his  faculties  unimpaired,  till  he 
had  outlived  almost  all  his  contemporaries. 

His  original  talents  were  far  beyond  the  ordinary  standard. 
He  was  distinguished  by  the  unusual  extent  and  comprehension  of 
his  understanding ;  by  the  acuteness,  the  accuracy,  and  the  per¬ 
spicuity  of  his  reasonings,  and  by  the  general  clearness  and  solidity 
of  his  judgment. 

Dr.  Erskine  feared  God  from  his  earliest  youth.  Even  when 
at  school,  though  he  excelled  as  a  scholar,  he  had  a  settled  delight 
in  the  duties  of  devotion,  and  in  reading  and  studying  the  word  of 
God ;  and  as  it  points  out  the  tendency  of  his  mind,  it  is  not  un¬ 
important  to  mention,  that,  in  these  favourite  exercises  he  was 
frequently  employed,  while  his  class-fellows  were  engaged  in 
their  youthful  amusements. 

In  choosing  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  as  the  profession  in 
which  he  was  ambitious  to  employ  the  talents  which  God  had  given 
him,  it  was  manifest  that  his  motives  were  of  the  purest  kind ; 
and  that  he  sought  not  the  advantages  of  this  world,  but  “  the 
profit  of  many,  that  they  might  be  saved.”  This  choice  did  not  at 
first  meet  the  views  of  some  of  his  respectable  relations.  They 
recommended  to  him  the  study  and  profession  of  the  law,  as  more 
suitable  to  his  rank  in  life,  and  as  opening  to  him  a  surer  pros¬ 
pect  of  acquiring  the  distinctions  to  which  it  entitled  him.  To 
enlarge  his  stock  of  knowledge,  as  well  as  to  gratify  their  wishes, 
he  submitted  to  receive  an  education  for  the  bar;  and,  there  is  no 
doubt,  that,  from  this  circumstance,  he  derived  considerable  ad¬ 
vantages,  of  which  he  availed  himself  through  life. 

But  theology  was  all  along  his  favourite  study*  He  adhered 
firmly  to  his  purpose,  unshaken  by  the  view  of  any  worldly  dis¬ 
advantage  he  could  sustain  by  means  of  it;  and  when  he  obtained 
a  license  to  preach  the  gospel,  which  was  in  1 742,  one  of  the  first 
texts  from  which  he  preached,  was  this,  ‘‘  I  had  rather  be  a  door¬ 
keeper  in  the  house  of  my  God,  than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wick¬ 
edness.”  He  was  full  of  this  sentiment,  and  never  departed  from 
it ;  persuaded,  not  merely  that  true  religion  is  the  only  source  of 
substantial  and  permanent  enjoyment,  but  that  the  meanest  office 
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of  usefulness  in  the  church  of  God)  is  in  itself  highly  honourable; 
and  that,  in  respect  of  dignity,  of  utility,  and  of  personal  satisfac* 
tion,  the  ministerial  function,  rightly  discharged,  is  to  be  placed 
above  the  most  splendid  secular  employments. 

He  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  became  minis- 
ter  of  the  parish  of  Kirkintilloch  in  1744.  In  1753,  he  was  trans¬ 
lated  to  the  borough  of  Culross;  and  was  brought  from  thence  to 
Edinburgh  in  1758,  where  he  was  appointed  minister  of  the  New 
Greyfriars  church,  and  afterward  of  the  Old  Greyfriars,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Robertson,  who  had  been  his 
fellow-student 

At  these  different  places  he  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  affections 
of  his  people.  They  were  proud  of  having  a  man  of  his  rank, 
piety,  and  learning  for  their  minister;  and  deeply  lamented  his 
removal  from  them.  They  were  delighted  and  improved  by  his 
instructions  in  public  and  in  private ;  and  the  poor  and  distressed, 
of  every  condition,  who  had  been  relieved  by  his  charity,  or  con¬ 
soled  by  his  sympathy  and  advice,  loved  him  sincerely;  and  long 
after  spoke  of  him  with  gratitude  and  respect.  His  attention  to 
the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office  was  exemplary ;  and  such  as  could 
not  but  secure  the  attachment  of  a  discerning  people.  He  was 
ever  ready  to  assist  tltem  with  his  counsel :  he  grudged  no  time, 
and  declined  no  labour,  that  could  be  employed  in  their  service. 

No  man  had  a  keener  relish  for  the  pleasures  of  conversation; 
but  in  these  he  did  not  indulge,  considering  his  time  as  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  his  hearers.  At  college  he  had  made  great  attainments 
in  classical  learning ;  and  gave  proofs  of  a  capacity  formed  to  ex¬ 
cel  in  the  walks  either  of  literature  or  of  science.  Through  the 
whole  of  his  life,  he  retained  a  fondness  for  these  pleasing  studies ; 
but  he  never  suffered  his  pursuit  of  them  to  interfere  with  em¬ 
ployments  of  a  nobler  and  more  important  nature.  He  withdrew 
from  company  to  his  closet,  not  to  enrich  his  mind  with  the  stores 
of  ancient  wisdom,  or  to  extend  his  fame  by  productions  on  sub¬ 
jects  of  taste  and  genius,  but  to  edify  the  church  with  works  of 
piety,  and  “  to  bring  forth,  out  of  his  treasure,  things  new  and  okl,” 
for  the  benefit  of  them  that  heard  him. 

Whilst  he  faithfully  discharged  the  laborious  duties  of  tlie  mi¬ 
nisterial  office,  he  was  not  negligent  of  literary  studies.  They 
were  not  permitted  to  engross  much  of  his  time ;  but  they  did  not 
pass  without  a  prc^rtionable  share  of  regard.  Of  this,  many 
proofs  might  be  given.  We  shall,  however,  only  mention  two: 
the  first  is.  That  no  books  of  merit,  either  on  the  subject  of  lite¬ 
rature  or  science,  were  published,  Avhich  he  did  not  read;  and, 
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that  as  he  obtsdned  the  earliest  information  of  the  state  of  know¬ 
ledge  abroad,  so  many  foreigners,  of  eminence  for  their  piety  and 
learning,  were  indebted  to  him  for  copies  of  new  and  valuable 
British  works,  of  whose  existence  they  often  received  the  first  in¬ 
timation  by  the  arrival  of  his  present.  But,  besides  this  fact,  we 
have  another  evidence  of  the  same  truth,  equally  indubitable,  and 
not  less  to  the  doctor’s  honour;  namely,  his  own  publications. 
Between  1742,  the  year  in  which  he  was  licensed,  and  the  year 
1798,  the  year  in  which  his  sermons  appeared,  the  literature  of 
Scotland  had  suffered  a  complete  revolution.  In  nothing  was  the 
change  more  apparent  than  in  the  manner  in  which  the  services 
of  the  pulpit  were  conducted.  At  the  former  period,  sermons 
abounded  with  diffuse  illustrations ;  and  were  disgraced  by  collo¬ 
quial  phrases,  and  vulgar  provincialisms.  In  these  later  years, 
pulpit  composition  has  attained  a  dignity  and  elegance,  of  which 
our  forefathers  had  no  conception.  Whoever,  therefore,  reads  the 
discourses  of  Dr.  Erskine,  which,  in  purity  and  energy  of  style, 
no  less  than  in  precision  of  thought  and  originality  of  sentiment, 
may  challenge  a  comparison  with  any  contemporary  sermons, 
must  be  sensible  that  their  author,  whose  education  had  been 
completed  sixty  years  before  their  publication,  must  have  paid  no 
common  attention  to  literary  composition,  who  could  watch  the 
variations  of  taste,  keep  pace  wllh  its  improvements,  and  adapt  his 
pixxluctions  to  the  style  of  the  day.  Such  must  be  the  inference 
of  every  one  who  examines  the  work  in  question.  But  this  con¬ 
clusion,  honourable  as  it  is  to  his  memory,  is  short  of  the  truth. 

To  his  praise,  let  it  be  subjoined,  that  he  did  not  servilely  imi¬ 
tate  the  refinements  of  others,  or  allow  himself  to  be  passively 
borne  along  with  the  stream  of  fashion.  His  labours  contributed 
to  accomplish  that  revolution  to  which  we  have  just  now  alluded, 
and  to  form  that  standard  which  we  admire.  He  indeed  had  no¬ 
bler  objects  in  view  than  tlie  bare  information  of  the  literary  taste 
of  his  countrymen.  But  he  was  not,  however,  by  any  means  in¬ 
different  to  this  object.  In  the  detached  sermons  which  he  printed 
when  a  country  clergyman,  there  was  a  propriety  and  correctness 
which  had  never  been  exhibited  in  any  religious  productions  of 
North-Britain,  and  which  was  scarcely  surpassed  in  the  English 
language  at  that  time.  His  Theological  Disseitations,  which  ap¬ 
peared  so  early  as  1765,  contain  several  masterly  disquisitions  on 
some  highly  interesting  branches  of  divinity.  The  subjects  indeed 
did  not  admit  a  display  of  eloquence ;  but  throughout  the  whole, 
he  has  shown  great  soundness  of  judgment,  as  well  as  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  history  of  the 
ojiristian  church. 


Indeed,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  with  him,  learning  was 
only  the  handmaid  of  religion.  He  gave  the  latter  the  first  place 
in  his  regard ;  and  cultivated  other  pursuits  only  so  far  as  they 
qualified  him  for  the  more  competent  discharge  of  his  pastoral 
functions,  and  enabled  him  to  promote,  with  greater  success,  the 
eternal  interests  of  man.  These  were  the  objects,  towards  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  which,  he  directed  every  power  of  his  mind ;  and 
nothing  on  earth  ever  gave  him  purer  satisfaction,  than  to  see  the 
salutary  effects  of  his  own  ministrations,  or  to  hear  of  the  progress 
of  i*eligion  in  foreign  parts.  About  the  time  that  he  obtained  license, 
a  remarkable  concern  for  religion  had  appeared  in  the  States  of 
North- America.  To  obtain  the  most  early  and  authentic  intelli¬ 
gence  relative  to  that  great  event,  he  commenced  a  correspon¬ 
dence  with  the  principal  agents  in  that  affair.  Nor  was  his 
epistolary  intercourse  confined  to  American  divines.  He  soon 
established  a  communication  with  several  men  of  distinguished 
piety  on  the  continent.  This  correspondence,  which  he  assiduously 
cultivated  during  the  whole  of  his  long  and  laborious  life,  was  at 
last  carried  on  with  many  of  the  successors  in  the  third  and 
fourth  generation,  from  his  first  correspondents.  Besides  requir¬ 
ing  much  time  to  answer  the  numerous  letters  he  received  from 
abroad,  his  acquaintance  with  foreigners  multiplied  his  labours  in 
another  respect.  In  consequence  of  having  thus  rendered  himself 
so  extensively  known,  and  of  his  general  character  being  so  high, 
the  friends  of  many  eminent  deceased  divines,  were  solicitous  to 
put  the  manuscripts  of  their  relations,  which  had  been  intended 
for  the  press,  into  his  hands.  The  trouble  which  attended  the  re- 
visal  and  correction  of  many  of  these  publications,  was  immense. 
But  his  active  and  benevolent  spirit  shunned  no  toil  that  promised 
to  be  productive  of  general  good.  To  his  voluntary  labours  in  this 
way,  the  religious  world  is  indebted  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
works  of  presidents  Edwards  and  Dickenson,  of  Stoddard,  and  of 
Fraser  of  Alness. 

Such  was  his  desire  to  obtain  information  of  the  state  of  reli¬ 
gion,  morality,  and  learning,  that,  besides  this  correspondence 
with  foreigners,  which  he  had  early  established,  and  constantly 
maintained ;  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  life,  by  his  own  private 
application,  he  made  himself  master  of  the  Dutch  and  German  lan¬ 
guages.  These  opened  to  him  treasures  of  which  he  had  hitherto 
but  little  knowledge.  The  fruits  of  his  labours  in  these  fields,  soon 
appeared  in  the  first  volume  of Sketches  and  Hints  of  Church  His¬ 
tory,  and  Theological  Controversy,  chiefly  translated  or  abridged 
from  Modem  Foreign  Writers,  Edinburgh,  1790.**  A  second 


volume  was  published  in  1797.  These  volumes  contain  the  most 
extensive,  interesting,  and  authentic  information  I'especting  the 
state  of  religion  on  the  continent,  which  has  of  late  been  present¬ 
ed  to  the  Christian  world.  When  the  last  volume  appeared,  the 
times  were  jieculiarly  eventful.  The  nations  of  Europe  were  con¬ 
vulsed,  and  ruin  was  threatened  to  every  ancient  institution,  reli¬ 
gious  or  political.  Men  saw  with  terror  the  progress  of  revolu¬ 
tionary  principles.  But  while  they  contemplated  with  astonishment 
the  events  of  the  past,  and  the  horrors  of  the  present,  they  were 
insensible  to  half  their  danger.  A  plan  had  been  formed,  and 
matured  in  secret,  for  the  subversion  of  religion,  and  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  political  establishments  of  Europe.  Dr.  Erskine, 
in  his  Researches  into  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  on  the 
Continent,  detected  the  existence  of  this  horrid  association,  and 
was  the  first  that  g^ve  the  alarm  to  his  countrymen.*  Professor 
Robison  and  Abbe  Barruel,  soon  after  investigated  its  rise  and 
progress,  and  unfolded  its  designs.  Their  patriotic  labours  were 
not  in  vain.  Many  good  men,  imposed  on  by  the  specious  ap¬ 
pearance  it  assumed,  who  v.rere  ready  to  give  it  their  support, 
w’ere  thus  recalled  to  a  sense  of  reason  and  duty ;  and  a  thought¬ 
less  multitude,  who,  though  not  destitute  of  natural  conscience, 
are  ever  fond  of  change,  shrunk,  with  horror  from  their  wishes, 
when  they  saw  the  principles  of  that  new  system  of  politics  and 
religion  completely  developed,  which  they  were  about  to  substitute 
in  place  of  the  old  one.  When,  in  consequence  of  this  disclosure, 
the  effects  of  these  dark  designs  were  averted,  and  reason  and  order 
in  these  latter  years  prevailed,  the  heart  of  the  good  old  man,  who 
loved  his  religion,  and  who  had  studied  and  admired  the  British 
constitution,  overflowed  with  gratitude  and  joy.  Ever  after,  he  re¬ 
flected  with  satisfaction  on  his  having  contributed  to  save  the  na¬ 
tion  from  such  calamity,  and  to  preserve  her  present  privileges. 

His  zeal  to  advance  the  interests  of  religious  truths,  led  him 
likewise  to  take  a  principal  share  in  the  business  of  the  society  in 
Scotland  for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  of  which,  so  long 
as  his  strength  remained,  he  was  an  active  and  usefiil  member. 
When,  through  the  infirmities  of  age,  he  was  unable  to  attend  its 
meetings,  such  was  the  confidence  which  the  directors  had  in  his 
information  and  judgment,  that  when  any  difficulty  occurred  in 
the  management  of  its  affairs,  they  were  in  the  habit  of  consulting 
him  at  his  own  house. 

His  feeble  bodily  constitution  soon  felt  the  approach  of  old 


♦  Preface  to  Sketches,  vol.  2.  p.  6, 7,  fi. 
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age.  For  many  years  past,  his  appearance  was  that  of  a  man  whose 
strength  was  gone.  For  several  winters  he  had  been  unable  to 
preach  regularly ;  and  for  the  last  thirteen  months  of  his  life,  he 
had  not  preached  at  all.  Before  he  was  entirely  laid  aside  from 
public  duty,  his  voice  became  too  weak  to  be  distinctly  heard  by 
his  congregation.  Still,  however,  the  vivacity  of  his  look,  and  the 
energy  of  his  manner,  bespoke  the  warmth  of  his  heart,  and  the 
vigour  of  his  mind.  His  mental  faculties  remained  unaffected  by 
his  bodily  decay.  His  memory  was  as  ready,  his  judgment  as 
acute,  his  imagination  as  lively,  and  his  inclination  for  study  as 
strong  as  in  his  youthful  years.  To  the  last  hours  of  his  being,  he 
was  busily  employed  in  those  pursuits  which  were  the  business 
and  pleasure  of  his  life.  Since  1801,  he  had  published  five  num¬ 
bers  of  a  kind  of  periodical  pamphlet,  entitled  Religious  Intel¬ 
ligence  from  Abroad  and  on  the  week  before  his  death,  he  sent 
his  bookseller  notice,  that  he  had  collected  materials  for  another 
number.  His  great  modesty  and  diffidence  in  his  o>\ti  talents, 
rendered  him  averse  to  publishing  much  of  his  own,  while  he  was 
ever  ready  to  bring  forward  the  works  of  others.  The  public  re¬ 
gretted  that  he  spent  his  time  in  labours  of  this  kind ;  and  his 
friends  remonstrated  against  the  impropriety  of  his  depriving  the 
world  of  the  benefit  of  his  own  productions.  He  felt  the  force  of 
these  remonstrances,  and,  in  1798,  published  his  Doctrinal  and 
Occasional  Sermons,  one  volume,  octavo;  after  which,  he  was 
engaged,  as  his  health  permitted,  in  preparing  for  the  press  a 
volume  of  Practical  Discourses,  and  a  work  of  a  similar  nature 
with  his  Sketches  of  Church  Histoiy  and  Theological  Controversy. 
The  sermons,  it  isl^xpected,  will  soon  appear:  but,  owing  to  a 
peculiar  obscurity  in  his  hand-writing,  the  great  mass  of  his  other 
manuscripts  will  be  lost  to  the  world. 

While  thus  actively  and  usefully  employed,  his  life  was  fast 
hastening  to  a  close.  No  acute  disease  announced  his  dissolution ; 
his  death  was  sudden,  but  gentle  and  easy.  In  the  circumstances 
of  it  the  words  of  Dr.  Young  seemed  to  be  realized, 

'  -  —  Heaven  owns  her  friends 

“  On  this  side  death,  and  points  them  out  to  man.'* 

On  Tuesday  the  18th  January  1803,  he  was  occupied  till  a  late 
hour  in  his  study.  About  4  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
he  was  taken  ill.  The  alarm  was  immediately  given  to  his  family ; 
but  before  they  could  be  collected  around  him,  he  expired.  Marl^ 
the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright;  for  the  end  of  that  man 
is  peace.** 
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Hi3  body  was  intended  on  tlie  25th  in  the  new  burying-ground^ 
Grey  friar’s  church-yard.  The  hearse  followed  by  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  mourning-coaches,  passed  through  a  vast  concourse  of 
the  populac  e,  who  had  assembled  to  view  the  funeral  of  their  ve¬ 
nerable  and  beloved  pastor. 

On  the  sabbath  following,  the  subject  of  his  death  was  im¬ 
proved  from  many  of  the  pulpits  in  Edinburgh.  At  the  request 
of  his  widow,  his  much  respected  friend  Dr.  Davidson,  preached 
in  the  Old  Greyfriar’s  church,  to  a  numerous  and  afflicted  audience, 

-  a  suitable  discourse  from  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  8. 

Dr.  Erskine  married  the  hon.  Miss  Mackay,  daughter  of  Lord 
Rae,  who  survives,  with  one  son  and  three  daughters,  to  lament 
his  loss. 

In  his  temper.  Dr.  Erskine  was  ardent  and  benevolent.  His 
affections  were  warm,  and  his  attachments  perpetual.  His  piety 
was  constant  and  lively ;  and,  while  he  exhibited  in  his  conduct  a 
beautiful  example  of  the  graces  and  virtues  of  that  religion,  of 
which  he  was  a  minister,  he  enjoyed,  in  a  high  degree,  the  cheer¬ 
ing  hopes  which  the  faith  of  the  gospel  inspires.  He  was  remark¬ 
able  for  tlie  simplicity  of  his  manners,  and  for  that  genuine  hu¬ 
mility,  which  is  the  attendant  and  brightest  ornament  of  real 
greatness.  His  beneficent  deeds,  which  were  very  numerous,  and 
remain  a  precious  memorial  of  him,  were  performed  in  tlie  un¬ 
ostentatious  manner  of  that  charity  which  “  seeketh  not  her  own.” 
He  was  never  ashamed  to  avow  his  own  convictions  of  the  truth : 
and,  while  he  put  the  most  candid  construction  on  the  motives  of 
those  who  differed  from  him  in  sentiment,  l^e  maintained  his  own 
principles  with  firmness.  In  the  General  Assqinbly  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  he  was  considered  as  a  leader  of  ;the  popular  party. 
There,  however,  his  openness  and  integrity  of  character,  secured 
him,  what  few  have  enjoyed,  the  confidence  and  affection  of  his 
friends,  and  tlie  esteem  of  his  opponents.  Of  the  high  reputation 
to  which  his  virtues  had  raised  him,  no  proof  more  decisive  can 
be  given,  than  a  circumstance  which  occurred  during  the  disturb¬ 
ances  in  Edinburgh,  in  February  1779,  occasioned  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  bill,  proposed  at  that  time  to  have  been  introduced  into 
parliament,  for  the  repeal  of  the  penal  statutes  agsunst  the  catholics 
in  Scotland.  The  furious  mob,  which,  in  defiance  of  the  military, 
had  assembled  in  the  College-court,  with  the  intention  of  demo¬ 
lishing  the  house  of  principal  Robertson,  became  quiet  at  his  ap¬ 
proach  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  exhoitation  to  them,  desisted 
from  their  purpose. 

Dr.  Erskine’s  independence  and  liberality  of  mind,  deserve  to 
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be  particularly  mentioned.  These  were  qualities  that  shone  con¬ 
spicuously  through  the  whole  of  his  life ;  and  which  he  possessed 
in  so  eminent  a  degree,  that  many  thought  he  carried  them  to  an 
extreme. 

Considering  the  time  Dr.  Erskine  spent  in  the  minute  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  very  extensive  and  laborious  office,  it  may  seem  as¬ 
tonishing  that  he  could  read  and  write  so  much  as  he  did.  They, 
however,  who  had  the  happiness  to  know  him,  and  saw  how  he 
husbanded  his  time,  wonder  not  so  much  at  the  amount  of  his  la¬ 
bours,  as  at  the  manner  in  which  his  feeble  constitution  underwent 
the  fatigue.  Like  his  divine  Master,  he  seemed  ever  to  think 
himself  bound  to  be  about  his  Father’s  business.  A  saying  of  his 
own,  fresh  in  the  memory  of  many  of  his  friends,  was  the  maxim 
that  governed  his  conduct:  “  Action  is  the  rest  of  the  soul.” 

Dr.  Erskine  was  the  last  of  an  old  school  of  divines  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  who  were  an  honour  to  the  age  in  which  they  lived ;  many 
of  whose  names  will  be  perpetuated  in  the  history  of  their  country 
to  the  latest  generation. 


SERIES  OF  LIVES. 

THE  LIFE  OF  THE  APOSTLE  PAUL. 

[Continued  from  page  215.] 

After  Saul  had  publicly  recanted  his  former  principles,  pro¬ 
fessed  his  sorrow  for  his  past  conduct,  given  an  account  of  his  con¬ 
version,  and  fully  vindicated  the  faith  he  had  persecuted,  he  went  to 
Arabia,  where  he  commenced  his  apostleship  to  the  Gentiles  and 
Jewish  strangers.  We  cannot  say  what  success  may  have  attended 
this  mission,  but  no  doubt  it  was  considerable.  For  though  stripes, 
imprisonment,  stonings,  and  such  like,  were  the  ordinary  honours 
of  the  apostles ;  and  though  most  of  them  died  in  a  way  terrible  to 
nature,  yet  of  all  men  they  were  least  afflicted  with  that  greatest  of 
evils  which  can  befal  a  minister,  the  spending  his  strength  in  fruit- 
less  labour,  , 

From  Arabia  he  returned  to  Damascus ;  and  there  he  appears' 
to  have  preached  with  great  success  and  much  opposition,  till  he 
escaped  for  his  life.  Three  years  having  now  elapsed  from  his  con¬ 
version,  he  judged  proper  to  make  himself  known  to  the  rest  of  the 
apostles.  For  this  purpose  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem,  but  when  he 
would  have  joined  himself  to  the  disciples,  they  were  afraid  of  hiniy 

and  believed  not  that  he  was  a  disciple.  But  Barnabas  brought  him 
Voi.,  IT.  K  k 
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Unto  the  afioBtles^  and  declared  unto  them  hov)  he  had  seen  Jesus  in  the 
nvay^  and  had  fireached  boldly  at  Damascus  in  his  name.  The  account 
is  perfectly  natural,  and  proves  how  deep  a  terror  his  ferocity  had  • 
struck  into  the  church.  The  rude  state  of  social  intercourse  in 
those  days;  the  distance  of  Damascus  from  Jemsalem;  the  dan¬ 
ger  and  difficulty  of  keeping  up  a  communication  with  apostles, 
who  where  probably  obliged  to  take  precaution  for  their  own 
safety ;  and  perhaps  an  overruling  Providence,  which  intended  to 
assert  the  dignity  of  the  great  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  as  derived 
from  Christ  alone,  and  every  way  equal  to  his  brethren ;  might  be 
the  causes  of  their  remaining  so  long  in  ignorance  about  him. 
James  the  Lord’s  brother,  and  Simon  Peter,  at  whose  house  he 
lodged  fifteen  days,  were,  however,  the  only  afiostles  he  saw.  It  is 
easier  to  conceive  than  to  express,  what  were  the  feelings  of  St. 
Paul  on  the  theatre  of  his  persecutions,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
church  which  he  had  wasted.  Infiuenced  by  these  feelings,  he  laid 
aside  every  consideration  of  personal  safety,  and  with  great  publir 
city  and  boldness  disputed  against  the  Grecians^  who  went  about  to 
slay  him,.  Nor  were  the  arguments  and  persuasions  of  the  brethren 
able  to  remove  him  from  this  dangerous  post;  until  the  Lord,  in  a 
vision,  remanded  him  to  his  mission  among  the  Gentiles,  telling 
him,  that  the  Jews  would  not  receive  his  testimony. 

Reluctantly  quitting  the  beloved  city,  he  turned  his  steps  to 
Tarsus,  and  for  four  years  spread  the  Gospel  in  Syria  and  Cilicia, 
until,  in  the  year  42,  Barnabas  went  to  seek  him  at  Tarsus,  and 
returned  with  him  to  Antioch,  where,  for  a  year,  they  taught  much 
people;  and  the  disciples  were  called  Christians  first  at  Antioch,  This 
venerable  appellation  they  received  with  pleasure ;  and  they  ever 
appear  to  have  gloried  in  it,  as  happily  descriptive  of  a  people 
purchased  with  the  blood  of  Christ,  baptized  into  his  name,  depen¬ 
dent  on  his  grace,  endued  with  his  spirit,  and  bound  by  every 
sacred  tie  to  tread  in  his  steps.  Happy  days,  when  Christians 
knew  no  name  but  that  of  Christ  \  when  the  militant  host  of  Em¬ 
manuel  marched  under  one  standard,  and  had  but  one  cause  and 
interest.  Blessed  Lord,  shall  these  days  never  return  to  cheer  thy 
fainting  church?  O  may  we  hear  thy  voice,  and  rally  round  thy 
cross !  Restore,  we  pray  thee,  our  broken  ranks,  and  lead  us  to  a 
warfare  worthy  of  our  Lord  1 

The  following  year  Saul  paid  a  second  visit  to  Jerusalem,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Barnabas;  and  as  his  ministrations  in  that  city  were 
interdicted,  as  soon  as  he  had  delivered  the  contributions  with 
v/hich  he  was  charged  for  the  mother  church,  he  returned  to  An¬ 
tioch  with  Barnabas  and  John  Markj  a  young  minister  of  promis- 
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ing  hopes  who  wished  to  share  in  their  laboui*s.  Soon  after,  as 
they  miniatered  to  the  L.ord^  andfaatedy  the  Holy  Ghost  saidy  aefiarate 
to  me  Bamabaa  and  SatUyfor  the  work  whereunto  I  have  called  them. 
And  when  they  had  fasted  and  firayedy  and  laid  their  hands  on  themy 
they  sent  them  away. 

To  this  memorable  sera  Pearson  refers  Paul’s  vision  of  the 
third  heavens,  and  if  he  be  accurate  in  the  date  of  the  second 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  that  event  will  certainly  be  coincident 
with  this  grand  mission  to  the  Gentiles.  The  time  assigned  to  it 
is  peculiarly  happy.  Hitherto  Saul  had  not  been  the  soldier  of 
Christ  without  peril,  suffering,  and  reproach;  but  he  was  now  to 
commence  a  warfare,  wherein  he  achieved  victories  which  will 
always  be  celebrated  by  the  Gentile  churches.  He  was  to  do,  and  to 
suffer  more  for  Christ  than  any  other  apostle.  His  dereliction  of  the 
Pharisaic  cause  merited  the  peculiar  rancour  of  the  unconverted 
Jews;  his  apostleship  to  the  Gentiles  exposed  him  to  the  miscon¬ 
structions  of  judaising  Christians ;  the  recollection  of  his  persecu¬ 
tions  was  a  source  of  perpetual  humiliation  to  himself ;  and  his  being 
bomy  as  he  expresses  it,  out  of  due  aeasony  his  not  having  been  an 
eye  witness  of  Christ’s  ministry,  nor  of  the  twelve  originally  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  a^xistleship,  were  circumstances  tending  to  depre¬ 
ciate  him  in  the  church.  But  with  all  these  disadvantages,  the  Lord 
intrusted  to  him  the  leading  of  the  vanguard ;  and,  to  fill  him  with 
more  than  human  ardour  and  fortitude,  was  pleased  to  display  to 
him  visions  of  glory,  disclosed  to  none  but  himself,  and  which 
Moses  seems  to  have  asked  for  in  vain.  For  he  was  caught  ufi 
into  the  third  heaveiiy  into  Paradiscy  and  heard  unsfieakable  wordsy 
which  it  is  not  possible  for  man  to  utter.  Happy  Saul,  who,  while  a 
sojourner  on  earth,  tasted  the  ripe  fruits  of  immortality !  Who 
heard  the  words  of  the  Almighty,  and  contemplated  truth  and 
virtue  in  the  fairest  forms,  and  without  those  veils  under  which 
they  are  presented  unto  men  \  Now  was  he  prepared  fearlessly  to 
take  the  field  against  the  armies  of  tlie  aliens.  Ministers  should 
themselves  feel  the  powers  of  the  invisible  world,  before  they 
can  hope  to  make  others  feel  them ;  and  be  enabled,  in  some 
good  degree,  to  anticipate,  by  faith  and  hope,  the  exceeding  great¬ 
ness  of  their  reward,  before  they  are  prepared  to  count  the  loss  of 
all  things  gain,  so  that  they  may  win  Christ. 

But  as  what  Saul  witnes^d  was  more  than  human  language 
could  utter,  so,  it  should  seem,  it  was  of  a  nature  which  the  humi¬ 
lity  of  man  could  ill  support.  As  God  had  said  to  Moses,  no  man 
can  see  my  face  and  livcy  so  there  was  a  danger  lest  the  great  apostle 
should  perish  in  the  midst  of  these  everlasting  glories.  Therefore f 
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ie9t  he  ehoiUd  be  exalted  aberve  measure^  by  the  abundance  of  the  reve- 
lotion^  there  tvaa  given  to  him  a  thorn  in  the  fesh^  a  meeeenger  of 
Satan  to  buffet  him.  The  expression,  a  “  thorn  in  the  flesh,”  and^ 
its  ‘‘  buffeting”  hin?,  sufficiently  indicate  the  pungency  and  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  temptation.  That  it  was  not  a  common  nor  transient 
evil  which  he  suffered,  is  clear,  from  his  praying  the  Lord  thrice 
that  it  might  depart  from  him;  from  our  Lord’s  thrice  declining  to 
remove  it,  saying,  my  grace  ie  sufficient  for  thee;  and  from  Saul’s 
acquiescence,  glorying  in  his  infirmities^  that  the  power  of  Christ 
might  rest  upon  him.  To  this  affliction  St.  Paul  appears  to  allude, 
when  writing  to  the  Galatians ;  Ye  know  how  through  infirmity  of 
the  flesh,,  I  preached  the  Gospel  unto  you  at  first;  and  my  temptation^ 
which  was  in  the  fleshy  ye  despised  not  nor  rejected.  From  the  whole 
the  inference  is  justified,  that  the  case  by  divine  permission  was 
preternatural ;  that  it  continued  with  him  some  years,  if  not  for  life ; 
that  its  effects  were  visible  in  his  person,  were  noticed  by  the  Ga¬ 
latians,  and  were  of  such  a  nature,  as  exposed  him  to  the  contempt 
of  unworthy  minds.  The  field  of  conjecture  is  without  bounds,  and 
must  be  resorted  to  with  caution.  Beyond  what  has  been  said, 
there  is  no  clue  in  scripture  to  conduct  our  researches.  It  is  to  be 
wished,  that  conjectures  should  not  be  hazarded  where  there  is  so 
little  to  justify  them,  and  much  less  that  they  should  be  given 
from  the  pulpit  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  they  were  suscep¬ 
tible  of  demonstration.  Let  us  ’rather  direct  the  attention  of  our 
people,  and  especially  our  own,  to  the  valuable  instruction  held 
out  to  us.  Christians,  and  ministers  especially,  have  temptations 
and  afflictions  peculiar  to  themselves.  So  great  is  the  weakness, 
so  inveterate  the  depravity  of  man,  that  even  visions  of  glory  may 
lead  to  mansions  of  darkness.  The  greatest  and  best  of  ministers 
need  a  counterpoise  for  their  high  attainments  and  extensive  ser¬ 
vices.  The  afflictions  of  the  good  man  are  his  greatest  mercies ;  a 
fence  to  the  feeble  root  of  his  virtue  against  the  foot  of  pride.  Let 

us  then,  like  St.  Paul,  glory  in  our  infirmities,  and  be  assured,  that 
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all  things  shall  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God, 

The  13th  and  14th  chapters  of- the  Acts  contain  a  concise  ac¬ 
count  of  the  labours  of  the  apostle  on  this  mission,  until,  in  about 
tiirec  years,  he  returned  to  Antioch.  At  Paphos  he  obtained  a 
signal  victory  over  the  sorcerer  Elymas,  whose  opposition  he  sub¬ 
dued  with  apostolic  authority  and  power,  reproaching,  in  pointed 
terms,  the  malignity  of  his  heart,  and  punishing  him  with  tempo¬ 
rary  blindness.  This  confiimation  of  his  doctrine  had  proper 
weight  with  the  proconsul  Sergius  Paulus,  who  readily  embraced 
the  ^th  of  Christ.  From  this  time  the  apostle  appears  to  have 
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assumed  the  name  of  Paul,  probably  to  accommodate  himself  to 
the  Gentiles,  and  to  bury  in  oblivion  a  name  under  which  he  had 
persecuted  the  Church.  Wherever  Paul  went,  he  made  the  first 
tenders  of  salvation  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel ;  but 
though  some  were  found  every  where  to  glorify  in  the  day  of 
their  visitation,  yet  the  majority  not  only  persisted  in  unbelief,  but 
excited  the  Gentiles  to  violence.  The  latter,  however,  received  the 
truth  with  much  readiness ;  and  considering  the  nature  of  the 
gospel  as  opposed  to  all  the  lusts  of  the  human  heart,  and  the  preju¬ 
dice  and  malevolence  which  the  Jews  laboured  to  infuse  into  them ; 
it  is  wonderful  that  the  apostle  did  not  find  more  violent  opposition. 
At  Iconium  Paul  and  Barnabas  yielded  to  the  storm,  and  saved 
themselves  by  flight;  but  at  Lystra  it  burst  suddenly,  and  spent  its 
fury  on  them.  The  changeable  multitude,  who  were  with  difficulty 
restrained  from  sacrificing  to  them  as  gods,  at  the  instigation  of 
the  Jews  of  Iconium  and  Antioch,  fell  uix)n  them  suddenly  as 
infamous  malefactors,  atoned  Paul^  and,  aufifioaing  Jdm  dead^  drew 
him  out  of  the  city.  But  as  the  diacifilea  stood  rounds  lamenting  his 
death,  he  rose  up.^  returned  into  the  ciVy,  and  the  next  day  departed 
with  Bamabaa  to  Derbe,  Undismayed  by  suffering,  they  returned 
again  to  these  places,  confirming  the  aoula  of  the  diaciplesy  exhorting 
them  to  continue  in  the  fedth^  and  that  we  musty  through  much  tribu^ 
lationy  enter  the  kingdom.  Do  the  gospel  and  its  ministers  meet 
with  a  different  reception  now?  We  fear  not.  Sheltered  and 
protected  by  the  wisdom  and  equity  of  our  governors,  we  boast 
not  of  stoning  and  bonds  for  the  sake  of  the  Lord  Jesus;  but 
obloquy  and  reproach,  contempt  'and  derision,  uncandid  and  inju¬ 
rious  representation,  are  and  must  be  the  portion  of  our  cup.  Invest 
Jesus  Christ  in  what  garb  you  will,  he  is  still  despised  and  rejected 
of  men.  His  innocence  cannot  disarm  malice,  his  holiness  cannot 
escape  censure,  his  benefits  cannot  compel  gratitude,  nor  can  his 
wisdom  avoid  persecution.  From  the  first,  he  declared  it  should 
be  so,  and  that  no  man  could  be  his  disciple  unless  he  took  up  his  cross 
and  followed  hhn;  and  St.  Paul  lays  it  down  as  an  invariable  rule,  that, 
whosoever  will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesusy  must  suffer  persecution: 
For  he  that  is  bom  after  the  fleshy  mllj  in  one  shape  or  other, 
secute  him  that  is  bom  after  the  spirit. 

At  Antioch  the  apostle  made  a  long  stay,  until  no  small  dissert’- 
sion  and  disputation  were  excited  by  some  zealots  from  Judea, 
who  would  have  imposed  on  the  Gentiles  the  yoke  of  the  ceremo¬ 
nial  law.  To  compose  this  disagreement,  Paul  and  Barnabas  went 
to  Jerusalem  to  consult  and  settle  the  question  with  the  other 
apostles,  passing  in  their  way  through  Phenke  and  Samaria,  and 


rejoicing  the  brethren  with  the  pleasing  information  of  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  Gentiles.  At  Jerusalem  Paul  found  a  most  cordial 
and  honourable  reception.  His  Apostleship  was  recognized,  his 
conduct  to  the  Gentiles  fully  approved,  and  the  question  in  debate 
determined  agreeably  to  his  wishes.  Barsabas  and  Silas,  men  of 
high  character,  were  associated  with  Paul  and  Barnabas,  to  carry 
to  Antioch  the  determination  of  the  sacred  college.  Thus  was 
this  delicate  question  amicably  settled  to  general  satisfaction,  and 
Jews  and  Gentiles  were  as  one  fold  under  one  shepherd.  But  St. 
Peter  was  himself  the  occasion  of  the  revival  of  this  dispute  some 
months  after,  w’hen  he  visited  Antioch,  and  it  was  then  carried  to 
an  alarming  length.  Even  Barnabas  was  carried  away  by  his  dis¬ 
simulation,  and  a  schism,  destructive  to  peace  and  brotherly 
kindness,  seemed  inevitable.  But  the  vigour  and  firmness  of  the 
great  apostle  at  last  prevmled,  and  the  peace  of  the  church  was 
settled  on  a  solid  basis.  This  was,  perhaps,  the  severest  trial 
which  Paul  ever  met  with.  To  contend  with  false  apostles,  though 
grievous,  was  a  far  lighter  thing  than  to  stand  against  a  true  one, 
and  to  oppose  a  man  whom  our  Lord  himself  had  designed  as  a 
rock  of  the  common  faith.  With  what  firmness  and  what  admira¬ 
ble  delicacy  and  tenderness  was  it  necessary  for  him  to  use  the 
rod  of  reproof!  How  painful,  how  injurious  to  both,  must  any 
misunderstanding  between  them  have  been ! 

This  cloud  having  happily  blown  over ;  in  the  year  50,  Paul  and 
his  fellow  soldier,  Barnabas,  determined  on  a  second  journey  to 
visit  the  churches  they  had  planted.  Here  we  notice,  with  concern, 
the  unhappy  difference  which  arose  between  them,  respecting  Bar¬ 
nabas’s  nephew,  John  Mark.  Paul  objected  to  his  going  with  them 
on  this  journey,  as  in  the  former  one  he  had  proved  himself  unequal 
to  the  work,  and  had  forsaken  them  in  the  midst  of  danger.  With 
this  opposition  Barnabas  was  so  much  offended,  that,  taking  Mark 
with  him,  he  abruptly  departed  for  Cyprus,  while  Paul,  who  seems 
to  have  conducted  the  dispute  in  better  temper,  chose  Silas,  and 
being  recommended  by  the  prayers  of  the  church  to  the  grace  of 
God,  immediately  entered  on  his  journey.  But  it  should  be 
observed,  that  Mark  did  not  deceive  the  good  opinion  of  Barnabas : 
he  turned  out  a  good  soldier  of  Christ,  merited  the  testimony  of 
Paul,  and  again  took  part  in  his  honourable  labours. 

From  the  16th  chapter  to  the  end  of  the  Acts,  we  have  a  con¬ 
tinued,  though  a  concise  history  of  Paul’s  travels  and  labours, 
down  to  the  year  62,  when  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  taking 
his  trial  before  Nero.  A  few  observations  on  the  most  striking  in¬ 
cidents  of  his  life,  without  a  critical  attention  to  settle  with  accu-* 
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racy  the  dates  of  various  transactions,  are  all  which  can  be  admiUed 
in  these  memoirs  of  St.  Paul.  Throughout  his  travels  we  observe 
the  hand  of  providence  directing  the  steps  of  the  apostle,  at  one 
time  restraining  his  labours  from  some  countries  not  yet  fully 
prepared  to  receive  the  good  seed,  and  at  another  time  command¬ 
ing  them  to  other  countries,  which  promised  a  more  liberal  harvest. 

If  it  were  not  in  St.  Paul  to  order  his  way  aright,  much  less  are 
common  ministers  equal  to  the  task.  It  surely  then  becomes  us, 
the  less  we  are  authorized  to  hope  for  extraordinary  direction,  to 
be  more  careful  in  weighing  those  arguments  which  should  deter¬ 
mine  our  choice,  and  in  shunning  those  indirect  views  and  evil 
tempers,  which  might  give  a  bias  to  our  election.  Every  g(xxl 
tree  will  not  grow  and  flourish  in  every  soil.  The  court,  the  city, 
and  the  country,  require  very  different  talents  in  the  minister  of 
truth.  May  we  know  our  true  character,  and  pray  fervently  to 
God  to  assign  us  a  station  suitable  to  it ! 

At  Philippi  Paul’s  ministry  found  uncommon  acceptance,  and 
the  church  planted  there  had  a  most  paternal  interest  in  his  heart. 
There,  therefore,  he  met  most  violent  and  disgraceful  persecution 
from  the  god  of  this  world,  who  will  not  quietly  see  his  kingdom 
taken  from  him.  For  having,  by  the  power  of  Christ,  cast  out  an 
evil  spirit  from  a  damsel,  who  was  a  diviner;  her  masters,  who  saw 
that  the  hofie  of  their  gain  wae  gone^  seized  Paul  and  Silas,  drew 
them  to  the  market-place,  and  virulently  accused  them  to  the 
magistrates.  Their  accusations,  seconded  by  the  clamours  of  the 
multitude,  induced  the  magistrates  to  break  through  all  ordinary 
forms  of  justice.  Their  clothes  were  tom  off,  and  they  were 
severely  beaten  with  many  stripes,  and  then  thrust  into  the  inner 
prison,  where  their  feet  were  made  fast  in  the  stocks.  Bruised, 
and  covered  with  their  blood,  they  fainted  not ;  but  prayed  to  him 
who  was  able  to  save  them ;  and  sang  the  praises  of  God,  till  the 
children  of  guilt  heard  with  astonishment  the  resigned  and  joyful 
melody  of  their  triumphant  fellow-prisoners.  At  that  moment 
God  shook  the  foundations  of  the  prison,  threw  open  every  bolted 
door,  and  struck  the  shackles  from  every  hand.  In  this  lofty  style 
did  the  Lord  claim  his  prisoners.  The  magistrates  heard  his 
voice,  trembled,  and  obeyed.  The  gaoler  and  his  household  be¬ 
came  Christ’s  freemen,  and  Paul  and  Silas  were  conducted  out  of 
the  city  with  an  honourable  attestation  of  their  innocence,  and  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  injurious  treatment  which  they  had  re¬ 
ceived. 

At  Thessalonica  also,  Paul  had  an  open  door  to  the  Gentiles, 
and  some  Jews  were  obedient  to  the  faith ;  but  others  excited  a 
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tumult,  which  obliged  him  to  flee  to  Berea,  where  he  met  with 
Jews  of  a  noble  cast  of  character,  who  received  the  word  with  all 
readiness^  and  searched  the  acrifitures  daily ^  whether  the '  things  - 
which' Paul  preached  were  as  he  reported  them.  But  the  active 
malice  of  the  Jews  of  Thessalonica  pursued  him  to  Berea;  and  as 
the  thunder  strikes  the  tallest  cedars,  the  brethren  kindly  con¬ 
ducted  the  intrepid  Paul  to  Athens,  while  Silas  and  Timotheus, 
as  men  of  less  notoriety,  were  privately  detained,  to  confirm,  and 
water  the  word  which.  Paul  had  preached.  While  he  waited  at 
Athens  the  coming  of  his  fellow -labourers,  his  spirit  was  stirred 
with  godly  sorrow  and  indignation,  at  the  gross  idolatry  of  that 
seat  of  reason  and  philosophy.  He,  therefore,  not  only  disputed 
with  the  Jews  and  devout  proselytes  in  the  synagogue,  but  also 
openly  in  the  Forum  with  the  Epicurean  and  Stoick  philoso¬ 
phers.  These  proud  men,  while  they  affected  to  treat  him  as  a 
babbler,  apprehended  him,  and  brought  him  to  a  trial  before  the 
Areopagus,  as  a  setter  forth  of  strange  gods.  His  defence  on  this 
occasion  was  admirable.  First  charging  them  with  excessive 
superstition,  he  substantiated  the  charge  by  remarking,  that  he 
had  seen  an  altar  inscribed  to  the  unknown  God  ;  and  then  de¬ 
claring  himself  the  minister  of  this  God  vnknown^  he  asserted  his 
eternal  power  and  godhead,  pointed  out  the  folly  of  their  idolatry, 
intimat^  that  though  God  winked  at  the  times  of  their  ignorance, 
yet  that  this  was  a  season  of  light  when  he  peremptorily  command¬ 
ed  all  men  to  repent,  ^d  concluded  with  preaching  Christ,  his 
resurrection,  and  the  eternal  judgment,  which  he  was  to  adminis¬ 
ter.  Though  this  admirable  discourse,  of  which  we  have  only  a 
rough  outline,  was  treated  with  derision,  yet  the  justice  of  that 
celebrated  court  acquitted  Paul;  and  one  of  his  .judges,  and  some 
others,  gladly  received  the  doctrine  of  the  till  then  unknown 
God.  '  ■  * 

At  Corinth,  the  capital  of  Achaia,  Paul  planted  a  noble  church, 
in  the  midst  of  much  opposition  from  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  saw  fit  to  encourage  him  in  a  vision  of  the  night, 
saying.  Be  not  afraid^  but  sfieak^  and  hold  not  thy  peace:  For  I 
am  with  thee^  and  no  man  shall  set  on  thee  to  hurt  thee;  for  I  have 
7nuch  people  in  the  place.  And  he  continued  there  a  year  and  six 
months^  teaching  the  word  of  God.  Fix>m  Corinth  he  went  to 
Ephesus,  w’hence,  after  a  short  stay,  he  took  ship  for  Cesarea, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Jerusalem  for  the  fourth  time,  in  the  year  of 
Christ  54.  How  gracious  is  our  Lord  to  his  suffering  disciples; 
and  what  need  is  there,  that  the  best  of  men  should,,  from  time  to 
time,  receive  those  spiritual  succours,  without  which  they  would 
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become  weary  in  well  doing  \  A  future  reward,  however  great,  if 
not  recommended  by  present  anticipations  of  felicity,  would  hardly 
operate  on  the  impatient  and  fretful  spirits  of  mankind.  But  till 
we  can  drink  at  the  fountain  head,  our  Master  kindly  opens  for  us 
springs  in  the  desert. 

After  Paul  had  saluted  the  church,  and  kept  the  feast,  probably 
that  of  the  pentecost,  at  Jerusalem,  he  spent  some  time  at  Antioch, 
preached  the  word  in  Phrygia  and  Galatia,  and  at  last  came  to 
Ephesus,  where  the  Holy  Ghost  was  given  by  the  imposition  of 
his  hands.  Here  he  laboured  with  equal  diligence  and  success 
for  two  years,  and  WTought  great  miracltSy  so  t^t  from  his  body 
vtere  brought  unto  the  sick  handkerchiefs  and  aprons^  and  the  diseases 
departed  from  them^  and  the  evil  spirits  went  out  (f  them.  And  many^ 
who  used  curious  arts^  brought  their  books  together^  and  burned  them 
before  all  men;  and  they  counted  the  price  of  them^  and  found  it 
fifty  thousand  pieces  of  sUver.  So  mightily  grew  the  word  of  God  and 
prevailed.  About  this  time^  Paul  purfiosedj  in  the  spirit^  when  he 
had  passed  through  Macedonia  and  Achaia^  to  go  to  Jerusalem^  say^ 
ing^  After  I  have  been  there^  I  must  also  see  Rome.  A  clear  indica¬ 
tion  this,  that  all  the  troubles  which  befel  him  at  Jerusalem,  were 
by  the  appointment  of  providence ;  and  the  apostle  himself  had,  if 
not  a  full  and  explicit,  yet  an  obscure  intimation  of  them,  in  which 
he  joyfully  acquiesced. 

His  departure  from  Ephesus  was  hastened  by  the  tumult 
raised  by  Demetrius  the  silversmith ;  he  then  made  a  progress 
through  Macedonia  and .  Greece,  and  took  a  most  affectionate 
leave  of  the  brethren  at  Philippi,  where  he  restored  to  life  a  young 
man  who  had  fallen  from  a  window,  while  he  was  preaching. 
Determining  to  be  at  Jerusalem  by  the  next  pentecost,  he  assem¬ 
bled  at  Miletus  the  elders  of  Ephesus,  and  probably  of  other 
Asiatic  churches ;  and  delivei'ed  one  of  the  most  solemn,  ailection- 
ate,  and  impressive  charges  ever  uttered  by  the  lips  of  man,  and 
which  no  minister  can  read  too  frequently  or  seriously.  Andwhenhe 
had  spoken  fie  kneeled  down  and  prayed  with  them  all.  And  they  all  wept 
sorey  and  ftU  on  PauPs  necky  and  kissed  himy  sorrowing  most  of  all  for 
the  words  which  hthad  spokcy  that  they  should  see  his  face  no  more.  Af^ 
fecting  spectacle  I  Hated  or  despised  by  the  world,  the  man  of  God> 
even  in  this  life,  has  his  peculiar  comforts  and  friends :  friends 
endeared  by  principles  of  truth  and  virtue,  which  the  world  know 
not ;  and  by  common  hopes  and  joys,  desii'es  and  affections,  the 
grand  objects  of  which  are  invisible  and  eternal. 

When  Paul  came  on  his  journey  as  fur  as  Tyre,  he  found 

rerUun  disciples,  who  said  to  himy  through  the  spirity  that  he  should 
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not  go  ufi  to  Jerusalem,  At  Cesarca,  Agabus,  a  prophet,  took  PauFa 
girdle^  and  bound  his  ottm  hands  and  feet^  and  satd^  thus  saitk 
the  Holy  Ghostj  So  shall  the  Je^vs  at  Jerusalem  bind  the  man  that 
^  owneth  this  girdle^  and  shall  delirver  him  into  the  hands  of  the  Gentiles, 
Then  Luke  and  other  companions  of  his  travels,  as  well  as  the 
Christians  of  the  place,  besought  him  not  to  go  up,  to  Jerusalem, 
But  Paul  answered^  What  mean  ye^  to  weep  and  break  mine  heart  T 
for  I  am  ready^  not  to  be  bound  only^  but  also  to  die  at  Jerusalem  for 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  And  u>hen  he  would  not  be  persuaded^ 
we  ceased’i  sayings  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done  I  It  has  been  before 
observed,  that  Paul  had  an  intimation  fixrni  the  spirit  of  what  he 
was  to  suffer  at  Jerusalem.  It  was  now  repeated,  that  this  champion 
of  the  faith  might  be  completely  armed  for  the  fight ;  and  that  the 
disciples  might  be  prepared  for  a  dispensation  so  afflictive,  might 
accept  it  as  the  holy  will  of  Christ,  and  trust  his  wisdom  and 
powder  to  make  PauPs  chains  useful  and  glorious  to  the  church* 
So  they  evidently  construed  it,  saying.  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done!  . 
For  they  were  convinced  Paul  well  knew  and  humbly  obeyed  the 
voice  of  the  great  Shepherd.  At  his  command,  he  had  quitted 
Jerusalem  hastily  on  his  first  visit;  and  in  the  three  following,  his 
stay  was  short  and  his  ministry  private.  More  than  25  years  had 
elapsed  from  the  death  of  Jesus.  Stephen,  James,  and  many  others, 
had  sealed  the  truth  wjth  their  blood ;  time  had  been  given  for 
the  fury  of  persecution  to  cool,  and  in  1 5  years,  Titus  was  to  fill 
their  city  with  slaughter,  and  level  its  bulwarks  with  the  ground. 
What  then  could  be  so  consonant  to  the  long  suffering  of  Christy 
as  to  give  a  loud  and  public  testimony  to  the  high  priest,  the 
Roman  governors,  and  king  Agrippa?  Or  who  was  so  fit  to  bear 
it  as  this  wonderful  man,  who  was  the  ablest  defender  of  the  faith, 
which  he  once  persecuted?  He  seems  to  have  perfectly  entered 
into  the  views  of  his  divine  Master,  and  though  willing  to  die,  if' 
such  were  the  will  of  Christ,  entertained  a  confident  expectation 
of  deliverance,  and  that  he  should  be  honoured  to  preach  Christ  at 
Rome  also. 

With  a  mind  thus  armed, •he  entered  Jerusalem,  and  with 
Luke  and  others  went  to  James^  the  Lord’s  brother,  and  all  the 
elders  were  present.  And  when  he  had  saluted  them^  he  declared 
particularly  what  things  God  had  wrought  among  the  Gentiles  by 
his  ministry.  And  when  they  heard  it^y  they  glorified  the  JLord^  and 
said  unto  him^  Thou  seest^  brother^  how  many  thousands  of  Jews 
there  are  which  belierve^  and  they  are  all  zealous  of  the  law.  And  • 
they  are  informed  of  thee^  that  thou  teachest  all^  the  Jewsj  which  art 
among  the  O  'entiUs^  to  forsake  Moses  ^  paying  that  they  ought  not  to 


circumcise  their  children^  neither  to  walk  after  the  customs,  IVhat  is  U 
therefore?  The  multitude  must  needs  come  together^  for  they  will  hea^ 
that  thou  art  come.  Do  therefore  thisy  that  we  say  to  thee;  we  harve  four 
men  which  have  a  vow  on  them.  Them  take  and  purify  thyself  with 
themy  and  be  at  charges  that  they  may  sbccve  their  heads;  and  all  may 
knojv  that  those  things  whereof  they  were  informed  concerning  thecyare 
nothingy  but  that  thou  thyself  walkest  orderlyy  and  keepest  the  law,  jis 
touching  the  Gentiles  which  believe  y  we  have  written  and  concludedythat 
they  observe  no  such  thingy  save  only  that  they  keep  themselves  from 
things  offered  to  idolsyond  from  bloody  and  from  strangledy  and  from 
fornication.  Upon  this  passage,  it  were  unnecessary  to  remark,  if 
the  compliance  of  St.  Paul  with  this  request  were  not  construed 
•by  some  into  a  reprehensible  dissimulation.  But  without  insisting 
on  the  risk  men  of  modern  times  incur  in  censuring  apostles,  who 
had  more  wisdom  and  piety  than  we  can  flatter  ourselves  to  be 
possessetl  of,  let  it  be  remembered  how  accurately  Jesus  himself 
conformed  to  the  ceremonial  law  of  Moses,  neglecting  nothing 
but  the  frivolous  traditions  with  which  it  was  obscured.  Could 
the  apostles  have  a  better  example?  Were  they  likely  to  convert 
the  Jews  by  pouring  contempt  on  divine  institutions,  which  were 
evidently  to  continue  as  long  as  their  polity  existed?  They  knew 
them  to  be  shadows,  which  were  passing  away ;  but  the  time  was 
not  yet  come,  and  it  was  not  for  them  to  anticipate  the  dispensa¬ 
tions  of  providence.  Self-acquaintance  and  charity  taught  them 
to  bear  with  the  prejudices  of  the  flock.  The  request  was  reasona^- 
ble,  nor  was  Paul  to  blame  in  complying  with  it.  He  had  resisted 
the  attempt  to  subjugate  the  Gentiles  to  the  ceremonial  law  and 
opposed  the  Jews,  who  taught  that  circumcision  was  necessary  to 
salvation.  But  in  condescension  to  the  prejudices  of  the  weak, 
none  surpassed  him.  To  use  or  disuse  these  ceremonies,  to  him¬ 
self  was  indifferent,  but  where  the  edification  of  others  was  at 
stake,  it  became  important.  He  made  himself  all  things  to  all 
men,  and  would  gladly  desist  from  the  use  of  meal,  while  he  lived, 
rather  than  offend  a  weak  brother.  While  he  steadily  refused  to 
circumcise  Titus,  w’ho  was  a  Gentile,  he  was  the  first  to  pro¬ 
pose  the  circumcisionof  Timothy,  who  was  of  Jewish  extracUon, 
and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  a  proper  instrument 
for  the  conversion  of  the  Jews.  No  doubt  he  had  himself  strictly 
observed  the  law,  and  might  fairly  adopt  the  measure  proposed,  to 
satisfy  the  scruples  of  weak  brethren,  whose  ears  had  been  abused 
by  the  misconstructions  of  zealots.  Let  tlie  censurers  of  these  great 
men  rather  learn  to  suspect  themselves,  and  let  them  shun  those 
controversies,  whereby  they  stab  the  vitals  of  religion,  wliile  they 
contend  for  some  trivial  circumstance.  - 
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But  though  Paul’s  condescension  fully  satisfied  the  church,  it 
could  not  silence  the  malice  of  the  synagogue.  Some  Asiatic 
Jews  seized  him  in  the  temple,  and  accused  him  of  teaching 
against  thefieople^  the  /aw,  and  that  holy  place,  as  well  as  of  polluting 
it  by  introducing  some  Greeks.  He  was  immediately  dragged  out 
of  the  temple,  and  beaten,  and  would  probably  have  been  stoned 
on  the  spot,  had  not  the  captain  of  the  temple  ran  down  from  his 
station  in  the  castle  of  Antonia,  and  rescued  him  out  of  their  hands. 
But  so  violent  was  the  tumult,  that  when  they  came  to  the  steps 
of  the  fortress,  Paul  was  obliged  to  be  borne  by  the  soldiers.  When 
he  had  gained  the  top  of  the  stairs,  he  requested  permission  to 
address  the  multitude.  And  when  they  heartl  him  speak  to  them 
in  Hebrew,  they  gave  patient  attention  to  his  defence,  in  which  he  ’ 
detailed  the  leading  events  of  his  life,  particularly  his  conversion 
and  appointment  to  be  an  apostle ;  but  when  he  related  his  vision 
in  the  temple,  and  the  words  of  Christ,  I  vnll  send  thee  far  hence 
vnto  the  Gentiles^  their  prejudices  were  inflamed  to  madness,  and 
they  exclaimed,  Away  with  such  a  fellow  from  the  earth  I  it  is  not 
fit  that  he  should  live  I  And  as  they  now  threatened  violence,  Paul 
was  carried  into  the  castle,  by  the  command  of  the  chief  captain, 
who  being  prejudiced  against  his  prisoner,  ordered  him  to  be 
bound,  and  a  confession  to  be  extorted  from  him,  by  beating  him 
with  rods.  But  from  his  torture,  alike  repugnant  to  reason  and 
humanity,  Paul  sheltered  himself,  by  pleading  that  he  was  a  Roman 
citizen. 

\To  he  concluded, 


RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  DISCUSSIONS. 


A  DIALOGUE 

OK  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  RELIGION  ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

Mr.  Editor, 

In  a  conversation  some  time  since  held,  on  the  subject  of  re¬ 
ligion,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  an  assertion  of  one  of  the 
party  present,  and  made  with  much  apparent  confidence,  viz. 
^  That  it  was  happy  for  the  world,  that  there  was  so  little  reli¬ 
gion  in  it.”  The  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  being 
likewise  much  surprised,  could  not  help  suggesting  an  apprehen¬ 
sion,  that  more  had  been  said  than  was  really  intended ;  and  beg¬ 
ged  leave  to  ask,  whether  it  referred  to  the  genuine  experience  and 
practice  of  religion,  or  only  to  its  instituted  forms,  or  factitious  ap¬ 
pearances.  If,  Mr.  Editor,  you  shaH  think,  that  a  recital  of  the 
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conversation,  substantially  recollected,  will  contribute  in  any  niea«' 
sure  to  the  design  of  your  useful  Magazine,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  insert  it  in  some  of  your  pages  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  gentlemen  particularly  engaged,  I  shall  designate  by  the 
name  of  Timocles  and  Eusebius.  The  former  of  whom  thus  re¬ 
plied  to  the  above-mentioned  question : 

Timocles,  The  forms  of  religion,  how  differently  soever  ad¬ 
ministered  and  practised  amongst  the  several  sects  of  Christian 
professors,  I  conceive  to  be  useful.  They  tend  to  impress  the 
mind  with  conceptions  of  the  attributes  of  the  Almighty,  of  our 
dependence  upon  him,  our  obligations  to  him,  and  our  final  ac¬ 
countableness  as  his  rational  creatures.  They  are  likewise  needful, 
and  with  well-disposed  minds  can  hardly  fail  to  cherish  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  virtues  of  sobriety,  justice,  and  benevolence.  So  far  as 
these  may.  be  called  genuine  religion,  I  can  have  no  objections  to 
its  influence  on  the  affairs  of  the  world,  or  to  the  happiness  of  men. 
That  which  I  object  to  is,  what  indeed  goes  by  the  name  of  re¬ 
ligion  with  many,  but  is  accompanied  with  higher  degrees  of 
spirituality,  (as  it  is  called  by  some,  but  by  others,  as  well  as  myself, 
enthusiasm)  than  is  suited  to  the  present  state  of  humanity. 

Eusebius,  If  I  rightly  understand  you,  you  admit  the  genuine¬ 
ness  of  that  religion  which  is  taught  and  inculcated  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  scriptures.  What  you  object  to,  as  unfavourable  to  the 
interests  and  happiness  of  the  world,  is  this  same  religion  when 
experienced  and  practised  in  a  higher  degree  than  you  suppose 
to  be  connected  with  a  bare  attention  to  those  instituted  forms  to 
which  you  have  referred.  Whether  the  whole  amount  of  religion, 
by  you  included  in  those  forms,  deserves  the  appellation,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  say ;  but  it  appears,  that  you  approve  of  that  which  is 
taught  in  the  scriptures  only  in  its  lowest  or  least  sensible  powers 
and  appearances.  The  question  then  is  not,  whether  religion  in 
its  nature  is  incompatible  with  the  interests  and  happiness  of  the 
world;  but  whether  it  be  not  so  in  the  higher  experience  and 
expressions  of  it. 

Timocles,  I  allow,  as  you  observe,  that  religion  possessed  and 
practised  in  its  real  nature,  is  on  the  whole  beneficial.  But  this 
world  was  never  intended  by  our  Maker  to  be  other  than  what  it 
is ;  it  was  never  intended  to  be  a  heaven ;  nor,  of  course,  was  it 
ever  intended  that  we  should  feel,  and  act,  and  live  as  they  do  in 
heaven.  There  is  both  time  and  place  in  the  wise  constitutions  of 
God  for  all  things.  The  heavenly  state  has  its  share  of  religion ; 
let  this  world  also  have  its  proper  share.  We  are  commanded  not 
to  he  righteous  overmuch*. 
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£,u^i>ius,  I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that,  with  the  discernment  of 
which  you  are  possessed,  a  little  attention  will  convince  you,  that 
your  opinion  is  not  well  founded ;  and  that  your  assertion  was 
rather  premature.  You  admit  that  the  Author  of  the  world,  and  of 
the  Christian  scriptures,  is  perfectly  wise  and  good ;  and  that  the^ 
religion  he  requires  of  us  in  the  present  state  is  perfectly  conso¬ 
nant  with  his  wi  dom  and  goodness,  and  of  course,  with  our 
relations  to  the  present  as  well  as  future  world.  But  is  the  reli¬ 
gion  he  requires  no  other  than  that  formal  compliance,  or  that 
inanimate  or  partial  moral  conformity  to  which  your  approbation 
is  confined?  Does  not  Clod  require  us^to  “  love  him  with  all  our 
heart,  and  with  all  our  soul,  and  with  all  our  strength,  and  with 
all  our  mind!”  And  does  not  this  requisition  imply,  not  only, 
that  in  our  present  imperfect  and  depraved  state,  we  should  love 
him  sincerely,  but  that  we  should  love  him  with  all  the  ardour 
and  intenseness  of  affection,  of  which  our  powers,  especially  as 
aided  by  his  grace,  are  capable.  If  this  statement  be  just,  as  I 
think  it  is,  we  are  then  to  infer,  that  God  does  wisely  and  bene¬ 
volently,  as  well  as  justly  and  authoritatively,  require  all  those  de¬ 
grees  in  the  sense  and  practice  of  religion,  which  you  have  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  unfavourable  to  the  interests  and  happiness  of  the 
world.  Surely,  sir,  it  could  not  have  been  your  design  to  impute 
ignorance  and  folly  to  infinite  knowledge  and  wisdom,  or  unkind¬ 
ness  to  infinite  goodness.  He  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
extent  of  our  powers,  with  our  relations  to  the  world  we  live  in, 
and  how  far  our  excellence  and  happiness  is  influenced  by  our 
sentiments  and  conduct  in  reference  to  the  things  pf  the  world; 
he  is  also  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  real  value  of  all  worldly 
objects,  and  wdth  that  kind  and  measure  of  respect  to  them  which 
is  most  conducive  to  our  real  interest  and  felicity.  If  then  religion 
does  in  any  instances  require  the  restricted  use  or  the  sacrifice  of 
any  of  these  things,  which  we  are  prone  to  consider  as  the  goods, 
the  elegancies,  the  pleasures,  or  the  glories  of  the  world,  we  may 
be  sure  that  so  far  our  affection  for  them  and  pursuit  of  them  is 
not  good ;  that  it  is  in  wisdom  and  goodness  wc  are  prohibited 
from  them ;  and  that,  whatever  we  may  imagine,  it  is  our  happiness 
to  be  so  prohibited. 

Timocles,  God  forbid  that  I  should  presume  to  criminate  the 
perfectly  wise  and  benevolent  administration  of  the  Almighty. 
On  your  principles,  I  own,  you  reason  justly.  Yet  I  may  presume 
to  question  the  perfection  of  your  principle.  Religion  doubtless 
requires  that  we  love  our  Maker  with  all  our  hearts.  But  the 
precept,  I  conceive,  admits  of  a  more  extensive  qualification  thai> 
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that  which  you  have  suggested:  May  we  not  also  justly  explain  h 
in  accommodation  to  the  present  imperfect  condition  of  human  so^ 
ciety;  to  the  innocent  habits  and  modes  of  life,  which  prevail  in 
it;  and  to  the  innocent  uses  of  the  material  world  we  inhabit? 

It  is  in  result  of  this  reasonable  accomodation,  that  the  commerce, 
the  trades,  and  the  various  occupations  of  men  are  advantageously 
conducted  without  those  discouragements  and  impediments,  which 
Would  arise  from  a  consciousness  of  violating  in  the  instance  the 
principles  and  precepts  of  religion.  It  is  in  result  of  this,  that  so 
liberal  a  scope  has  been  allowed  to  the  exertions  of  genius,  the 
propensions  of  taste,  the  sallies  of  fancy,  and  those  high  improve-  *' 
ments  to  which  the  fine  arts  have  been  carried  in  one  age  and 
another.  To  this  we  are  indebted  for  the  opulence,  the  various 
elegancies,  and  even  splendours  with  which  human  life  b  adorned 
in  the  several  departments  of  civilized  society,  and  for  the  pro¬ 
gressive  melioration  of  the  fonns  of  humanity  and  p>olitenes8. 
But,  consider,  my  friend,  what  a  different  appearance  in  all  these 
respects  would  have  been  exhibited,  had  religion  universally  pre¬ 
vailed  in  those  elevations  of  spiritual  sentiment,  and  at  the  same 
time,  restrictions  of  practice,  which  you  seem  to  advocate  ?  Rapt 
in  his  extra-mundane  celestial  conceptions,  the  mortal  saint  would 
be  rendered  wholly  unfit  for  the  common  concernments  of  mor¬ 
tality;  much  more  for  the  nobler  efforts  of  genius,  and  re¬ 
finements  of  natural  taste.  * 

EusebiuM,  From  what  you  have  said,  we  are  to  suppose,  you 
conceive  those  improvements  and  embellishments  of  human  life, 
to  be  of  the  highest  importance,  and  most  indispensable  necessity ; 
so  much  so  as  to  demand,  and  even  to  effect  an  extraordinary  cor¬ 
responding  indulgence  in  the  legislation  of  the  Sovereign  of  the 
world,  or,  as  it  should  rather  be  considered,  an  essential  change  in 
the  nature  and  obligations  of  religion ;  so  much  so  as  to  super¬ 
sede  all  necessity  of  moral  regulation  of  the  natural  genius  and 
taste,  or  of  correcting  the  passions  which  are  usually  attached  to 
them.  In  my  turn,  therefore,  let  me  urge  you,  sir,  to  consider 
how  insignificant  all  these  things  are,  which  you  hold  in  so  supe¬ 
rior  estimation,  compared  with  the  interests  which  religion  in¬ 
volves,  to  the  favour  of  our  Maker,  the  accomodation  of  our  habits 
and  enjoyments  to  the  nature  of  heavenly  and  to  the  order  of 
earthly  things,  the  peace  of  our  minds,  and  to  the  well-founded 
prospects  of  a  happy  immortality.  Compared  with  these,  what 
are  all  those  imaginary  advantages,  refinements,  and  splendours 
you  speak  of?  They  vanish  at  once  as  the  twinklers  of  the  night, 
before  the  superior  lustre  of  the  rising  sun.  Did  the  present  life 
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include  the  sum  total  of  our  existence^'  our  interest  and  our 
happiness  would  be  wholly  confined  to  its  concerns;  and 
our  religion,  if  religion  in  that  case  were  supposable,  would 
correspond  with  the  littleness  of  our  being.  But  when  We  contemn  ‘ 
plate  this  life  as  only  a  preliminary  step  or  passage  to  a  nobler; 
to  a  life  of  endless  duration,  and  in  every  respect  infinitely  better 
adapted  to  the  intention  of  our  moral  and  rational  powci's,  we  must 
assume  very  different  ideas,  and  designs ;  ideas  and  designs  more 
suitable  to  our  real  predicament,  and  to  the  real  nature  of  things. 
In  short,  we  must  assume  ideas,  and  cultivate  sentiments  and  con¬ 
duct  more  conformable  to  the  genius  and  to  the  precepts  of  that 
holy  religion,  which  the  Christian  scriptures  inculcate.  This  re¬ 
ligion,  which  is  a  constitution  of  the  most  perfect  wisdom,  purity, 
and  goodness,  has  taught  us  to  “  live  above  the  world to  “  set 
our  affections  on  things  above,  and  not  on  things  on  eaith,”  to  be 
“  spiritually  minded to  have  ^  our  conversation  in  heaven 
to  “  deny  ourselves,  and  to  take  up  our  cross,  and  to  follow 
the  Redeemer.”  Whatever  our  earthly  bias,  or  short-sighted 
wisdom  may  suggest,  this  is  the  religion,  and  the  only  religion, 
which  is  favourable  to  the  real  interest  and  happiness  of  the  world ; 
and  a  religion  it  is,  which  in  its  nature  evidently  involves,  and  in 
its  precepts  evidently  requires,  all  that  spirituality  and  elevation  of 
sentiment,  all  that  abstraction  from  the  world,  and  all  that  self¬ 
correction  and  self-denial  to  which,  or  to  the  tendencies  of  which, 
you  object. 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  if  this  religion  in  its  proper  expe¬ 
rience  and  practice  were  universal,  the  appearances  of  things  in 
the  world,  especially  such  as  are  the  effect  of  human  industry  apd 
art,  would  be  different  from  what  they  now  are,  or  in  the  past 
ages  have  been.  Those  appearances,  which  you  hold  in  so  high 
estimation,  and  as  so  indispensable,  are,  far  the  greater  part  of 
them,  the  product,  not  of  the  wisdom  which  God  and  religion 
approves,  but  of  the  wisdom,  that  is  to  say,  the  vanity,  the  pride, 
the  ambition,  the  avarice,  the  luxury,  and  even  the  caprices,  of  the 
depraved  heart. 

Timoclcs.  This,  I.  suspect,  is  the  case  in  regard  to  many  of  the 
productions  of  human  industry  and  art;  and  it  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  if  some  of  them  should  be  useless.  But,  because  some 
are  useless,  and  even  in  some  respects  hurtful,  are  we  therefore 
to  suppose  ourselves  bound  by  religion  to  cherish'  a  frame  of  mindi 
which  is,  I  may  say,  inimical  to  all,*  or  which  at  least  indisposes  to 
a  becoming  attention  to  them  ? 

Eusebius.  Forgive  me,  sir,  if  1  suggest,  tliat  your  ideas  arc  in 
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a  great  measure  founded  in  a  misapprehension  of  the  proper  ten¬ 
dency  of  religion.  Its  radical  principle,  as  has  been  observed,  is  a 
superior,  commanding  love  of  God,  and  benevolence  to  our  fellow- 
men.  Now,  where  this  principle  prevails,  it  will  prompt  us  to  a 
becoming  attention  to  whatever  is  most  pleasing  to  God,  and  be- 
neftcial  to  mankind.  Whatever  in  the  compass  of  art  or  science; 
whether  commerce,  or  agriculture,  or  manufacture,  or  works  of 
mechanism  or  taste,  accords  with  this  pious  and  benevolent  in¬ 
tention  ;  or,  in  the  words  of  the  apostle,  ^  whatever  things  are 
just,  and  true,  and  pure,  and  honourable,  and  amiable,  and  of  good 
report,**  it  w  ill  think  on  these  things ;  so  think  on  them  as  to  prac¬ 
tise  them  as  far  as  occasion  shall  require,  as  ability  shall  enable,  and 
duty  shall  prescribe.  In  this  case,  the  occupations  of  life  will  be 
the  proper  occupations  of  religion ;  their  ruling  principle  will  be 
a  principle  of  religion ;  and  the  spirit  of  religion  will  be  their  in¬ 
forming  and  most  efficient  spirit.  I  do  not  say,  that  in  this  case, 
the  works  of  industry  and  commerce,  of  taste  and  genius,  will  be 
so  numerous,  or  always  so  forcibly,  or  highly  wrought ;  but  they 
will  be  sufficient  in  these  respects  for  human  use  and  rational 
enjoyment:  and  what  need  we  more? 

Timoclea,  True:  but  will  you  allow  nothing  for  the  amusement 
of  life,  the  gratification  of  fancy,  the  love  of  fame,  or  the  passion 
for  civil  distinction  and  renown  in  arms? 

Euaebiiia,  How  far,  in  the  several  degrees  or  varieties  of  them, 
they  may  accord  with  religious  principle,  our  time,  I  presume, 
will  not  permit  us  to  state.  We  must  distinguish  them  as  to 
their  kinds,  their  measures,  and  occasions ;  and  some  of  them 
we  must  perhaps  altogether  reject ;  at  least  as  altogether  unne¬ 
cessary  either  to  society  or  the  individual.  The  love  of  God  and 
a  well  regulated  benevolence  to  our  species,  I  believe,  'would  sel¬ 
dom  prompt  us  to  much  ardour  and  exertion  in  the  most  innocent 
of  them.  And  particularly  as  to  civil  distinction  (excepting  indeed 
what  arises  from  offices  of  dignity  and  usefulness,  well  executed) 
and  to  military  glory,  I  have  pleasure  inr  believing,  that  when  ge¬ 
nuine,  vital,  and  practical  religion  shall  become  universal,  as,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  prophetic  scriptures,  in  some  future  period  it  will, 
there  will  not  only  be  no  need  of  war,  or  titles  of  nobility,  but  they 
will  be  wholly  expelled  from,  and  unknown  in  the  world. 

Timoclea,  Well,  sir,  our  time  being  limited,  as  you  suggest, 
and  as  I  do  not  approve  of  disputation  merely  for  victory,  or  of 
discussion  for  the  confirmation  of  prejudice,  I  am  free  to  own, 
that  I  have  not  much  more  to  say  in  support  of  my  assertion ; 

that  for  my  sentiments  1  am  partly  indebted  to  my  education, 

VoL.  II.  M  m 
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parUy  to  the  prevailing  habits  and  manners  of  the  world,  and  yet 
more  perhaps  to  a  principle  within,  or  a  wantonly  indulged  habit 
of  thinking  too  congenial  with  the  general  weaknesses,  or  with, 
what  you  justly  call,  the  depravity  of  mankind.  There  is  propri¬ 
ety  and  force  in  much  which  you  have  said ;  and  I  am  convinced 
that  it  is  more  agreeable  than  my  inconsiderate  position  to  the 
sense  and  instructions  of  our  holy  scripture.  Be  assured,  sir,  I  shall 
not  with  our  conversation  relinquish  the  subject,  and  if,  on  farther 
impartial  examination^  I  shall  be  induced  to  adopt  your  way  of 
thinking,  I  shall  not  doubt  your  good  wishes,  that  it  may  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  competent  reformation. 

Eusebius.  My  dear  sir,  I  honour  your  candid  and  well  meant 
concessions.  You  will  accordingly  allow  me  to  close  this  dialogue 
after  the  manner  of  St.  Paul  on  a  well  known  occasion ;  I  would 
to  God,  that,  in  event  of  your  proposed  examination,  you  may  be¬ 
come,  not  only  almost,  but  altogether  a  Christian. 


OF  APOSTATE  ANGELS. 

No.  VI. 

It  is  not  certain  that  the  existence  of  evil  spirits,  in  the  usual 
acceptation  of  the  word,  was  known  either  to  the  Greeks  or  the 
Romans.  Their  infernal  deities,  even  their  furies,  were  not  sup¬ 
posed  to  possess  degenerate  natures,  but  to  be  divinities  to  whom 
were  entrusted  the  punishment  of  wicked  actions.  It  is  the  part 
of  revelation  alone  to  put  us  on  our  guard  against  a  formidable 
enemy,  and  either  to  show  what  conduct  exposes  us  to  danger,  or 
to  secure  us  against  every  effort  of  hell  to  effect  our  ruin. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  enemy  has  great  advantages  against  the 
irreligious. 

Let  a  man  habitually  take  God^^s  name  in  vain  ^  let  him  think 
contemptuously,  and  speak  contemptuously  of  God’s  word  and  or¬ 
dinances;  let  him  throw  off  the  restraints  which  the  sabbath  im- 
poseth ;  deprived  of  God’s  grace,  and  left  a  prey  to  the  enemy,  he 
grows  worse  and  worse,  and  the  longer  he  lives,  he  is  the  more 
hostile  to  religion.  In  health,  he  says,  there  is  no  God ;  in  sickness, 
he  blasphemes;  he  discovers  much  of  the  temper,  and  familiarizes 
himself  to  the  language  of  those  w  ho  are  in  hell.  1  have  known 
such  to  evince  a  bitterness  against  religion,  which  could  hardly 
have  been  supposed  to  exist  in  human  nature.  A  person  of  this 
character,  reading  the  curses  pronounced,  in  the  book  of  Deutero¬ 
nomy,  against  the  wicked,  w  ith  the  fury  of  an  infernal,  tore  out 


the  leaf  and  committed  it  to  the  flames.  Another,  with  a  rashness 
quite  in  character,  glossing  falsely  a  command  of  scripture,  cut  off 
his  right  hand,  and  in  the  agony  of  despair,  gave  up  the  ghost. 
However  lightly  irreligious  persons  think  of  their  courses,  let 
them  be  assured,  that  these  expose  them  to  the  jittack  of  the 
roaring  lion,  and  issue  in  death.  / 

The  vforldly  man  is  in  danger  from  the  enemy.  Some,  right 
or  wrong,  by  justifiable  or  unjustifiable  methods,  must  possess 
wealth,  without  any  respect  to  God’s  providence,  or  dependence 
on  his  blessing.  Such  fall  into  temptations  and  snares ;  they  err 
from  the  truth,  and  pierce  themselves  through  with  many  sorrows. 
Such  practices  cannot  be  too  strongly  reprobated.  They  disgraced 
the  character  of  Judas.  He  attached  himself  to  Jesus  with  worldly 
views ;  to  the  world  he  sacrificed  his  soul.  Many  imitate  Judas ; 
every  thought  is  absorbed  in  this  one,  how  to  get  rich.  I  have 
known  some  bold  enough  to  avow  that  this  was  all  their  aim,  to 
which  every  consideration  of  a  moral  or  religious  nature  was 
made  to  bend ;  and  others,  who  have  not  the  same  degree  of  ef¬ 
frontery,  discovering  too  plainly  by  their  conduct,  that  they  sacri¬ 
fice  to  Mammon  only.  Nothing  so  besots  the  mind.  God  will  never 
dwell  with  such  persons ;  he  will  withdraw,  and  permit  those 
kindred  spirits,  whom  they  so  much  resemble,  to  tyrannize  over 
them.  Alasl  alas!  that  men  should  so  far  forget  the  dignity  of 
their  natures,  that  they  should  be  so  bent  on  their  own  destruction, 
and  rush  w^ith  a  mad  fury  to  the  regions  of  despair. 

The  self-confident  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  enemy  of  souls.  The 
heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked.  In  us 
dwelleth  no  good  thing.  Should  the  will  be  good,  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  w’e  often  fail.  Ignorant  of  this,  many  boast  with  the  champion 
of  Israel,  when  w  eakened  by  his  own  folly,  I  will  arise,  as  hereto¬ 
fore,  and  break  loose  from  these  Philistines;  but  God,  his  strength, 
was  departed  from  him,  and  he  became  the  slave  and  sport  of 
these  enemies,  who  lately  dreaded  his  frown.  None  are  in  more 
danger  than  those  who  depend  on  their  own  strength.  This 
temper  brought  Peter  among  shoals  and  rocks  w  here  he  nearly 
suffered  shipwreck.  Be  jealous  of  yourselves.  Happy  is  he  who 
fcareth  always.  By  the  grace  of  God  you  are  what  you  are. 
Tremble  at  the  thought  of  any  conduct  which  might  provoke  him 
to  leave  you,  assured  that  in  such  circumstances,  the  enemy  shall 
prevail  against  you.  Be  stedfast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  then  evil  spirits  will  have  no  power 
over  you.  They  may  devour  others;  God  will  secure  his  own 
fold.  If  at  any  time  they  be  admitted  within  the  enclosure,  for  the 
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trial  of  your  faith,  or  the  correction  of  your  folly,  he,  to  whom  you 
have  committed  the  care  of  your  soul,  will  most  certainly  rescue 
you  from  the  mouth  of  the  devouring  lion. 

PHILOLOGOS. 

ON  THE  EVIDENCE  OF  AN  INTEREST  IN  CHRIST. 

MT  DEAR  SON, 

Your  last  was  a  letter  of  much  consolation.  It  produced  a 
very  sensible  and  pleasing  verification  of  that  adage  of  Solomon, 
that  ‘‘  a  wise  son  maketh  a  glad  father.”  Your  general  regularity 
indeed,  and  your  apparent  attention  at  times  to  “  the  things  which 
belong  to  your  peace,”  before  you  removed  from  your  father’s 
house,  were  to  me  very  grateful  and  promising ;  yet  they  did  not 
altogether  prevent  a  degree  of  painful  anxiety,  lest,  when  involved, 
as  you  necessarily  must  be,  in  the  more  extensive  commerce, 
multiplied  cares,  and  promiscuous  society  of  the  world,  your  mind 
should  be  gradually  warped  and  seduced,  perhaps  into  certain  in¬ 
dulgences,  which  I  know  you  had  seriously  regretted,  and  with 
seeming  resolution  renounced.  Blessed  be  God,  who,  in  his  sove¬ 
reign  grace,  has  been  pleased  thus  far  to  obviate  the  dangers  I 
so  much  dreaded,  and  even  more,  as  I  trust,  to  give  you  part  in 
that  portion,  which  cannot  be  taken  away  from  you.  Would  to 
heaven,  I  could  say  the  same  of  your  otherwise  amiable  brother. 
But  he  is  indeed  too  giddy  and  wild.  Our  worthy  pastor,  how¬ 
ever,  often  tells  me  I  must  not  despair. 

From  the  account  which  you  appear  to,  have  so  candidly  and 
unreservedly  given,  of  the  recently  renewed  exercises  of  your 
mind,  it  is  evident,  that  the  good  Spirit  of  God  has  been  very  im- 
'  pressively  dealing  with  you.  And  I  cannot  but  presume,  that  he 
has  led  you  into  siich  views  of  yourself,  of  your  need  of  Christ, 
jmd  of  the  freeness,  riches,  and  power  of  his  grace,  as  to  induce 
you  to  make  an  entire  surrender  of  yourself  unto  him,  and  to  re¬ 
solve  in  good  faith,  that,  through  his  grace  enabling  you,  you  will 
henceforth,  as  a  true  disciple,  ‘‘  deny  yourself,  and  take  up  your 
cross  and  follow  him.”  For  your  years,  (though  your  good  sense, 
united  with  uncommon  filial  respect,  prevented  you  from  the  ex¬ 
cesses  of  many  others)  you  had  known  enough  of  the  ways  of 
vanity  and  the  world.  I  hope  you  have  now  attained  to  some  ex¬ 
perimental  knowledge  of  the  difference  between  their  pleasures, 
and  those  of  that  wisdom,  whose  ways  “  are  ways  of  pleasantne^, 
and  all  whose  paths  peace.” 


Your  question  I  have  considered  with  a  good  deal  of  attention ; 
and  regret  that  my  improvement  in  divine  knowledge  is  so  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  answer  I  wish  you  to  receive.  You  have  expressed  it 
in  terms  very  usual  with  persons  exercised  as  you  have  been: 
that  is,  “  How  shall  I  attain  to  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of  my 
interest  in  Christ?”  I  rejoice  in  it,  my  dear  son,  as  a  glorious 
truth,  that  all  mankind  have  an  interest  in  him,  or  in  what  he  has 
done  and  provided  for  them,  though  all  are  not,  as  for  distinction’s 
sake  I  may  express  it,  sfiecially  and  experimentally  interested  in 
him.  He  has  made,  if  I  understand  the  Christian  doctrine  aright, 
a  deed  of  gift  as  it  were,  of  himself  and  his  purchased  benefits  to  all 
indiscriminately ;  with  this  reasonable  and  necessary  article,  !iow- 
ever,  annexed,  that  to  be  enjoyed,  it  must  be  acceded  to  on  our 
part,  and  its  benefits  cordially  desired  and  embraced;  otherwise 
he  can  never  be  essentially  beneficial  to  any  of  us.  As  in  the  case 
of  an  estate,  by  a  like  instrument  made  over  to  me,  and  requiring 
my  personal  acceptance  and  possession  of  it,  though  at  any  time 
I  may  consider  myself  as  having  an  interest  in  it,  yet  before  such 
acceptance  and  possession  on  my  part,  it  can  be  of  no  material 
advantage  to  me.  Imagining  I  can  do  well  enough  without  it,  as 
tlie  unbelieving  world  do  in  reference  to  Christ  and  his  salvation, 
I  may  perish  in  want,  notwithstanding  the  abundance  I  might  en¬ 
joy,  would  1  but  possess  myself  of  the  bounty  so  provided. 

Your  question,  at  the  first  view,  seemed  to  amount  to  this:  By 
what  means  shall  I  know,  whether  I  have  really  so  embraced 
Christ  and  his  benefits,  as  to  be  in  a  state  of  special  grace,  and 
secure,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  gospel,  of  the  special  favour 
and  love  of  God?  To  the  question,  thus  understood,  a  general  an¬ 
swer  immediately  occurs:  that  is.  The  more  heartily  and  entirely 
you  embrace  the  Saviour  in  your  faith  and  affection ;  the  more 
you  love  him,  his  precepts,  his  ordinances,  and  his  ways;  the 
more  you  confide  in  him,  and  desire  to  please  him,  and  to  enjoy 
him,  the  more  clear,  distinct,  and  forcible,  will  be  the  evidence 
tliat  you  do  so :  and  as  his  special  favour  is  inseparably  connected 
with  this  disposition  and  character,  so  you  will  h^ve  proportion- 
able  reason  to  infer,  that  you  are  really  the  object  of  it.  If  then, 
my  dear  son,  you  would  be  ascertained  of  a  special  interest  in  the 
redemption  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  means,  generally  considerod,  lie 
plainly  before  you.  Endeavour  to  attain  to  yet  clearer,  moVe 
comprehensive,  and  more  impressive  conceptions  of  the  wisdom, 
truth,  and  grace  of  the  wonderful  plan  of  redemption  by  him ;  of 
its  suitableness  in  every  respect  to  your  guilty,  depraved  and 
helpless  condition ;  of  his  complete  sufficiency  for  your  salvation, 


as  to  his  person,  his  offices,  his  character,  and  his  works  of  right¬ 
eousness  and  atonement:  and  this,  to  the  intent  that  you  may 
more  fully  and  firmly  confide  in  him ;  that  you  may  more  unre¬ 
servedly,  satisfactorily,  and  absolutely  give  yourself  up  to  him,  to 
be  saved  in  his  own  most  wise  and  holy  way ;  and  that  you  may 
more  determinately  and  entirely  yield  yourself  to  God  in  and 
through  him,  as  a  devoted  thing,  set  apart,  and  consecrated  to  his 
use  and  service,  and  his  alone  forever.  Whoever  is  possessed  of 
these,  which  I  call  spiritual  views  of  Christ,  and  of  the  divine 
and  heart-affecting  things  of  the  gospel,  and  is  the  subject  of  their 
corresponding  and  inseparable  effects  in  his  heart  and  practice, 
has  a  real  and  special  interest  in  Christ ;  and  in  proportion  to 
their  amount  and  his  consciousness  of  it  will  be  his  evidence  of 
that  interest. 

But  your  question  may  have  a  more  particular  reference: 
that  is.  What  judgment  may  you  safely  form  of  your  character 
and  state,  from  the  change  which  seems  to  have  already  taken 
place  in  you?  Under  this  view  the  answer  is  not  a  little  difficult. 
To  yourself,  with  all  the  knowledge  you  have  of  the  past  exer¬ 
cises,  or  present  frame  of  your  mind,  it  is  difficult.  How  much 
more  so  must  it  be  to  me,  who  with  all  the  representation  you 
have  so  intelligently,  as  well  as  candidly  given,  must  know  so 
much  less  about  them.  The  heart  is  a  deep  and  dark  place;  “  de¬ 
ceitful  above  all  things;  who  can  know  it?”  Without  descending 
therefore  into  particulars,  and  making  a  vanety  of  supjx)sitions 
respecting  the  scriptural  forms,  and  spirituality  of  the  several  ex¬ 
ercises,  desires  and  inclinations  you  describe,  I  will  direct  your 
attention  to  one  or  two  general  characteristics  of  Christian  piety. 
The  first  is.  Sincerity. 

This  is  an  essential  character  of  real  goodness.  For,  although 
the  Deity  does  not  demand  absolute  perfection  from  imperfect 
ercatures,  and  although,  in  our  lapsed  condition,  he  expects  nei¬ 
ther  infallibility  in  our  moral  determinations,  nor  indefective  ex¬ 
actness  in  our  conduct,  yet  he  requires  the  pure,  upright,  and 
faithful  services  of  our  hearts.  He  commands  us  to  “  serve  him 
in  sincerity  and  truth.”  Josh.  xxiv.  14.  In  a  moral  estimate 
every  action  must  be  placed  to  the  account  of  that  principle  from 
which  it  is  derived.  Interested  motives  and  wordly  views  reduce 
and  sink  the  worth  of  the  best  actions ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
.  right  intention  gives  value  even  to  the  meanest.  It  turns  every 
thing,  I  may  say,  into  goodness,  specifically  at  least.  When 
w'ordly  views  are  prevalent  and  habitual,  there  can  be  no  real 
iteliglon.  Our  actions,  so  principled,  arc  at  best  but  prudential. 


Yet  sometimes  religious  considerations  will  coincide  and  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  prudential  in  producing  the  same  actions.  But,  in  such 
cases,  the  test  of  our  sincerity  is  very  defective ;  and  it  is  in  no 
small  degree  difficult  to  determine,  whether  the  love  of  God,  or 
the  love  of  the  world,  was  the  prevailing  principle ;  or  whether 
a  regard  to  duty,  or  to  the  will  and  honour  of  our  God  and  Re¬ 
deemer,  would  have  prompted  us  to  the  same  behaviour  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  motives  of  interest.  It  is  only  in  this  latter  part  of  the 
alternative,  that  we  can  have  a  clear  and  decided  proof  of  our 
sincerity.  Again,  if  our  religion  is  sincere,  we  are  as  careful  to 
preserve  a  good  conscience,  as  to  save  appearances ;  and  we  act 
with  the  same  integrity  in  secret,  w  here  God  is  the  sole  spectator 
of  our  purposes  and  actions,  as  when  they  lie  open  to  the  view  and 
observation  of  the  w  orld.  We  will  also  pay  an  equal  regard  to  all  the 
prescriptions  of  Christ.  No  mistake  in  religion  is  more  common 
than  the  substitution  of  some  part  for  the  whole  of  his  law,  and  the 
expectation  of  compensating  for  the  neglect  of  some  disagreeable 
duties,  by  a  regular  attention  to  others  more  suited  to  our  taste  and 
inclination.  There  can  be  no  plainer  indication  of  insincerity  than 
this.  The  reverse  is  a  good  symptom  of  the  predominancy  of  a 
truly  religious  principle.  Again,  if  our  religion  is  sincere,  we  will 
resist,  and  not  resist  only,  but  overcome,  temptations.  To  serve 
God  in  those  instances  where  we  are  not  tempted  to  disobey,  may 
be  a  real  expression  of  real  goodness.  It  is  nevertheless  to  us  a 
very  defective  test  of  our  integrity.  The  most  decisive  proof  is^ 
W'hen  we  are  faithful  to  our  duty  in  opposition  to  seducements, 
and  when  we  reject  every  solicitation  which  offers  to  corrupt  us. 

I  will  only  add  on  this  head,  (for  the  compass  of  a  letter  will  not 
permit  me  to  expatiate  on  particulars  as  I  would  wish)  tliat  where 
we  are  doubtful  of  the  obligation  or  lawfulness  of  an  action,  we 
will  always,  if  we  are  sincere,  incline  to  that  which  appears  most 
conformable  to  duty,  which  will  best  answer  the  ends  of  piety,  and 
be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  religion,  and  the  honour  of 
our  Redeemer:  that  is,  in  short,  we  will  make  it  our  first  care  to 
ensure  our  integrity,  and  to  avoid  even  doubtful,  and  suspected,  as 
well  as  apparent  guilt. 

The  other  general  characteristic  which  I  had  in  view  is:  A 
habitually  prevailing  desire  and  tendency  towards  perfection.  The 
Christian  system  does  not  indeed  require  absolute  perfection,  as  a 
term  of  our  acceptance,  or  as  constitutive  of  the  truth  and  reality 
of  a  principle  of  piety.  It  nevertheless  requires,  what  is  properly 
enough  culled,  Christian  perfection : .  that  is,  such  reformation  of 
.  the  heart  and  life  as  implies  a  fixed  disposition,  predominantly  in- 
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dining  us  to  an  exact  and  entire  conformity  to  every  requisition 
of  the  gospel.  In  judging  accordingly  of  our  real  character  in  a 
religious  view,  and  in  connexion  herewith,  of  our  interest  in 
Chri&t,  it  is  proper  that  we  impartially  inquire,  whether  it  be  the 
habitually  prevailing  desire  of  our  hearts,  and  tendency  of  our 
efforts,  to  “  perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will.” 

'  Every  principle  of  the  human  mind  naturally  tends  to  perfec¬ 
tion  in  its  way.  It  is  so  with  the  principle  of  sin.  Every  sinful 
affection,  how  much  soever  it  may  conceal  its  nature  and  design, 
does  invariably  aim  at  entire  possession  of,  and  gratification  in,  its 
object.  Much  rather  should  it  be  so  with  affections  that  are  good, 
and  whose  objects  are  supremely  excellent  and  desirable.  This 
tendency  seems  to  be  necessary  to  their  very  constitution.  With¬ 
out  it,  no  aim  or  operation  can  be  expected  to  be  carried  into  its 
proper  and  requisite  effect.  He  who,  in  any  art  or  design  means 
not  to  excel,  may  not  presume  that  he  shall  ever  arrive  at  medio¬ 
crity.  So  he  who  habitually  means  not  an  entire  accommodation  to 
the  spirit  and  precepts  of  Jesus  Christ,  may  not  arrogate  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  a  disciple,  much  less  may  he  presume  that  he  has  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  or  any  special  interest  in  his  favour. 

I  have  mentioned  this  characteristic,  partly  on  account  of  its 
obviously  intimate  connexion  with  the  former,  and  partly  because, 
where  it  prevails,  it  can  hardly  fail  of  presenting  itself,  at  least 
in  some  comfortable  measure,  to  the  reflection  of  the  most  jealous 
inquirer.  I  have  said,  at  least  in  some  comfortable  measure^  for,  in 
truth,  my  dear  sir,  let  us  with  ever  so  much  diligence  and  accu¬ 
racy  trace  the  characters  of  grace  in  our  hearts  and  conduct,  still 
if  we  are  honest,  we  shall  consider  ourselves  as  greatly  liable 
to  deception;  still  we  shall  suspect,  that  through  the  partia¬ 
lity  .  of  our  hearts,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  we  may 
have  been  deceived.  He  only,  whose  knowledge  is  infinite,  can 
know  the  deceitful  heart  of  man.  He  only  can  penetrate,  dissect, 
and  probe  it  to  the  bottom.  Independently  therefore  of  his  su¬ 
perior  intervention,  we  never  can,  nor  ever  ought  we,  to  depend 
on  any  favourable  conclusions  we  may  form  of  our  Christian  cha¬ 
racter  and  state,  even  after  the  most  assiduous,  critical,  and,  as  we 
may  think,  impartial  investigation.  For  this  reason^  amongst 
others,  it  is,  that  in  the  system  of  grace  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  il¬ 
luminating  offices  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  provided  and  appointed; 
and  that,  in  pursuance  of  this  appointment,  we  are  told  by  the 
apostle,  that  the  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirits, 
that  we  are  the  children  of  God.”  In  this  passage  there  seems  to 
be  an  allusion  to  judicial  proceedings  in  civil  courts,  to  the  state  and 
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and  occurrence  of  things  which  there  sometimes  takes  place.  The 
court  being  open,  the  person  concerned  lays  in  his  claim,  produces 
his  evidences,  and  pleads  them.  On  the  other  side,  his  opponents 
endeavour,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  invalidate  his  evidences,  to 
vacate  his  plea,  and  cast  him  in  his  claim ;  and  so  plausible  are 
their  remonstrances,  that  he  himself  begins  at  length,  in  much 
doubt,  to  dread  an  adverse  decision.  But,  and  perhaps  at  this  cri¬ 
tical  juncture,  a  person  of  known  integrity  comes  forward,  gives 
testimony  directly  and  fully  in  his  favour ;  at  once  stops  the  mouth 
of  every  gainsay er,  and  fills  the  man  with  joy  and  satisfaction.  So,  ’ 
in  the  present  case,  the  interested  Christian,  by  the  power  of  his 
own  conscience,  is  cited,  as  it  were,  before  the  divine  tribunal :  there 
he  puts  in  his  humble  plea,  that  he  is  a  child  of  God ;  and  in  sup¬ 
port  of  it  produces  all  the  evidences  with  which  he  is  furnished. 
In  these,  however,  many  flaws  are  found.  Sin,  Satan,  and  the  holy 
law  appear  all  against  him.  And  so  powerful  is  their  counterpleat, 
that  the  truth  of  all,  even  his  best  testimonies,  at  length  become 
extremely  doubtful  in  his  view ;  and  as  to  the  issue,  the  poor  soul 
now  hangs  in  the  most  awful  suspense;  and  is  on  the  very  point, 
perhaps,  of  giving  up  all  his  former  favourable  suggestions  as  ill- 
grounded  and  vain.  What  shall  he  do?  shall  he  at  once  renounce 
all  his  hope?  But  in  this  there  may  possibly  yet  be  a  mistake; 
and  his  precipitancy  may  prove  him  ungrateful.  And  though  he 
can  find  little  or  no  consolation  by  researching  the  testimonies 
which  his  consciousness  has  heretofore  produced,  he  will  yet 
leave  them  under  the  eye  of  his  judge,  and  refer  himself  to.  the 
provision  of  his  grace  held  forth  in  the  gospel  for  the  chief  of  sin¬ 
ners.  At  this  interesting  crisis,  it  may  be,  the  comforter  comes 
in ;  and  by  a  dispensation  of  some  word  of  heavenly  light  and 
grace,  at  once  bears  down  all  objection,  and  overpowers  the  heart 
with  the  cheering  conviction  that  his  plea  is  good,  and  that  he  is 
indeed  a  child  of  God,  With  what  emotions  of  gratitude,  love,  and 
joy,  is  he  now  transported!  To  look  up  to  God  with  that  affec¬ 
tionate,  childlike  disposition,  which  in  the  scriptures  is  expressed 
by  “  crying  abba,  father,”  and  with  assurance  founded  in  the  light 
of  infallible  truth,  to  be  able  to  say,  “  My  fieloved  is  mine,  and  I 
am  his;”  Oh  how  desirable!  and  how, in  the  perception  and  sense 
of  such  a  soul,  must  the  world,  with  all  its  interests,  enjoyments, 
and  glories,  now  shrink  into  nothing,  or  even  less  than  nothing 
and  vanity ! 

From  what  I  have  written,  in  which  I  cannot  well  say  whether  I 
have  indulged  to  too  much  latitude,  or  have  too  much  confined  my¬ 
self,  you  will  at  least  rightly  understand,  that  though  self-exami- 
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nation,  and  that  frequent,  into  the  frame  of  our  hearts,  the  nature 
of  our  affections,  and  the  principle  of  our  actions,  be  a  Christian 
duty ;  yet  that  examination,  however  frequent,  scrupulous,  distin^ 
guishing,  and  interesting,  will  not  avail  to  the  comfortable  discovery 
in  view  without  the  gracious  interposition  of  that  blessed  Spiritf 
whose  office  it  is  to  lead  believers  into  all  necessary  truth.  This 
special  aid  we  indispensably  need  in  all  our  religious  exercises, 
and  for  the  right  performance  of  every  duty ;  but  more  especially 
in  the  duty  of  self-inquisition,  and  the  resolution  of  the  question, 
whether  we  be  in  Christ  or  not.  There  are  indeed  children  of 
God  by  regeneration  and  real  adoption,  who,  in  the  sovereignty  of 
God,  have  never  been  favoured  with  other  than,  I  may  say,  glim¬ 
mering  light  on  this  subject.  Perhaps,  say  rather  most  probably, 
in  this  case,  there  has  always  been  some  eiTor  in  sentiment  or 
practice  which  has  been  too  little  guarded  against ;  or  there  has 
been  too  little  anxiety  to  attain  to  a  decisive  knowledge  of  their  re¬ 
ligious  state ;  or,  it  may  be,  too  remiss  an  attention  to  the  means  of 
religion  in  general.  Where  that  knowledge  has  been  obtained,  it 
has  generally  been  the  result  of  a  uniformly  determined  and  per¬ 
severing  attention  to  spiritual  things,  and  to  the  most  acceptable 
manner  of  performing  the  several  duties  of  a  Christian.  And  al¬ 
though,  in  this  case,  the  discovery  may  not  occur  in  that  particu¬ 
lar  and  overpowering  way,  I  have  in  reference  to  the  quoted  pas¬ 
sage  described,  jt  may  nevertheless  be  gradually,  in  the  course 
of  the  Christian  life  and  duty,  dispensed,  as  “  the  light  of  the 
righteous  which  shineth  brighter  and  brighter  to  the  perfect  day.” 
To  some  distressed  souls,  however,  it  is  imparted,  and  that  in  a 
very  comfortable  measure,  in  the  first  instance  of  the  surrender  of 
themselves  to  Jesus  Christ,  as  their  free  and  sufficient  Saviour.  So 
clear  and  impressive  are  their  views,  at  the  time,  of  his  mediatory 
character  and  powers,  and  so  constrained  are  they,  in  consequence, 
to  give  themselves  up  entirely  to  him,  as  to  be  fully  conscious  of 
the  reality  and  sincerity  of  the  act,  and  at  the  same  time  fully 
persuaded  of  his  gracious  acceptance  of  them,  or  of  their  title,  on 
the  score  of  the  gospel  covenant,  to  all  the  benefits  of  his  redemp¬ 
tion.  Happy  they,  who  thus,  at  the  very  commencement  of  the 
life  of  Christian  faith  and  piety,  can  say  with  the  apostles,  “  We 
believe  and  are  sure,”  are  sure,  not  only  of  the  truth  and  divinity 
of  the  gospel,  but  of  the  special  love  of  their  glorious  Master  I 
But,  greatly  comfortable  as  is  this  early  manifestation,  it  is  not 
secure  from  temporary  diminution,  or  even  loss.  God  gives  his 
Spirit  to  Uiose  who  humbly  seek  him;  but  not  so  as  infallibly  to 
prevent  their  quenching  the  light  and  eniotions  he  produces.  This 
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they  too  often  do  by  presumption,  by  negligent  attention  to  his 
gracious  inspirations,  by  gradual  remissness  in  the  performance 
of  duty  in  general,  or  too  feeble  opposition  to  the  temptations  of 
Satan  and  the  world. 

I  have  written  you  a  very  long  letter ;  and  yeti  cannot  conclude 
without  a  remark  or  two  more.  The  first  is,  that  whether  you 
wish  to  attain  to,  or,  when  attained  to,  preserve,  a  well-grounded 
persuasion  of  your  interest  in  Christ,  your  surest  and  only  expe¬ 
dient  is,  to  live  at  all  times  near  to  Godi  to  be  diligently  and  in¬ 
terestedly  attentive  to  ail  the  means  of  grace ;  particularly  to  be 
much  in  prayer,  meditation,  reading  the  scriptures,  and  self- 
examination;  to  attend  to  all  these  duties  in  a  spiritual  manner, 
witli  the  spirit,  earnestly  seeking  his  necessary  aid  and  influence 
in  all ;  and  at  all  times  to  be  watchful  and  guarded  against  every 
seducement  and  every  known  crime,  whether  secret  or  more  os¬ 
tensible,  whether  against  your  fellow-men,  or  more  immediately 
against  your  God.  The. second  is;  that  however  desirable  the 
persuasion  of  your  special  interest  in  Christ  may  be,  it  is  neither 
essential  to  the  being  of  true  religion  in  your  heart,  nor  is  it  of 
the  greatest  consequence  to  your  eternal  well-being.  It  is  certainly 
of  more  importance  to  be  really  religious,  than  to  know  that  we 
arc  so.  If  in  the  grace  and  wisdom  of  God  it  shall  appear,  on  the 
whole,  to  be  needful  to  your  spiritual  interest,  anti  growth  in  grace, 
to  your  greater  usefulness  here,  or  felicity  hereafter,  I  doubt  not, 
that,  in  due  season,  it  will  be  imparted  unto  you ;  but  this,  remem¬ 
ber,  may  be  expected,  only  in  answ’er  to  your  sincere,  fervent,  and 
believing  prayers. 

That  it  may  please  God  to  bless  you  more  and  more  with  tlie 
light  of  his  reconciled  countenance ;  and  to  make  you  a  blessing  in 
your  day  and  generation,  is  the  daily  prayer  of  your  affectionate 
and  much  comforted  father. 

REVIEW. 

A  Sermon  fireached  before  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church  in  the  Urdted  States  of  America^  by  afifiointment  qf 
their  Standing  Committee  of  Missions^  May  19,  1806.  Published 
at  their  request.  By  EHfihalet  Mbtty  D,  D,  President  of  Union 
College  in  the  state  of  J^eiv-York, 

This  is  the  fourth  missionary  sermon  preached  before  the 
General  Assembly.  Viewed  as  a  whole,  it  deserves  very  high  cn- 
coipiums.  The  author  begins  with  an  animated  introduction  takqn 
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from  the  prophet's  vision  of  a  valley  full  of  dry  bones.  He  then 
ur^es  Christians  to  co-operate  with  God  in  hastening  on  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  reign  upon  earth.  His  arguments  are  derived  from  the 
certainty  and  perpetuity  of  it ;  from  the  consideration,  that  it  is  to 
be  introduced  by  human  exertions,  and  that  in  efforts  to  extend  it, 
not  only  success,  but  even  a  failure,  will  be  glorious.  Having  gone 
through  these  arguments  in  a  very  impressive  manner,  he  begins  his 
application.  This  is  warm,  animated,  full  of  energy  and  pathos.  He 
paints  in  glowing  colours  the  miseries  of  Pagans  on  our  borders. 
He  describes  with  great  strength  the  value  of  immortal  souls.  He 
directs  our  eyes  first  to  the  glory  which  Indians  redeemed  would 
obtain,  and  then  to  the  extremity  of  wo  into  which  they  must  sink 
if  left  to  perish  in  sin.  He  calls  upon  us  to  estimate  the  value  of 
souls  by  the  agonies  of  Immanuel  who  died  to  save  them.  Then 
leading  his  auditory  to  anticipate  the  effects  which  may  flow  from 
their  charity,  the  delightful  emotions  that  will  swell  the  bosom  of 
Christians  hereafter,  should  they  in  heaven  meet  with  souls  to 
whose  salvation  their  alms  will  have  contributed;  and  commend¬ 
ing  their  former  liberality,  he  concludes  in  such  a  way  that  the 
contributions  may  be  taken  up,  under  impressions  of  the  presence 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  author’s  manner  of  thinking  is  lively,  and,  in  some  degree 
peculiar  to  himself.  His  conceptions  have  much  strength  and 
beauty.  Corresponding  with  his  conceptions,  his  style  is  perspi¬ 
cuous  and  forcible;  always  pleasing,  and  sometimes  highly  elegant. 

In  a  word,  this  discourse  is  well  adapted  to  the  occasion,  ex¬ 
tremely  impressive,  highly  wrought,  and  exhibits  the  author  as 
a  man  of  superior  powers  of  imagination.  Filled  with  his  subject, 
glowing  with  fervent  affection  to  the  Redeemer’s  cause,  impressed 
deeply  with  the  infinite  worth  of  souls,  and  the  inexpressible  im¬ 
portance  of  Messiah’s  reign  on  earth ;  he  pours  forth  his  thought? 
in  streams  of  eloquence  that  bear  down  every  obstacle. 

As  specimens,  we  select  the  following  passages : 

“  I  repeat,  Christians,  in  your  hearing,  these  declarations  of 
God,  and  by  repeating  them  I  furnish  you  with  evidence  more 
incontestible  that  the  end  for  which  you  labour  will  not  ultimately 
be  defeated,  than  I  could  funiish  to  the  husbandman,  from  the 
analogy  of  nature  and  the  experience  of  ages,  that  the  end  for 
which  he  labours  will  not. 

«  The  husbandman,  however  encouraged  by  the  uncertain 
prospect  of  success,  sows  his  seed  and  waits,  in  hope,  the  rew'ard 
of  harvest.  The  reward  for  which  he  waits  may  fail;  but  your 
rej^^d  c^innot.  There  muU  be  a  harvest  of  souls;  a  harvest* 
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immense  and  universal.  The  veracity  of  God  is  pledged  to  this  effects. 
This  pledge  secures  unalterably  the  event.  The  seasons  may  be 
interrupted  in  their  course,  the  figtree  may  cease  to  blossom,  and 
the  fruit  of  the  olive  fail ;  the  flocks  may  be  cut  off  from  the  fold, 
and  no  herd  remain  in  the  stall ;  nay  the  earth  itself  may  dissolve, 
and  the  heavens,  wrapped  in  flumes,  pass  away ;  but  the  purpose 
of  God  cannot  fail,  his  promise  unaccomplished  cannot  pass 
away.” 

“  That  the  present  system  is  not  to  be  eternal,  philosophy 
as  well  as  revelation  asseits.  Deep  in  its  nature  are  implanted 
principles  of  decay,  and  the  laws  which  govern  it  are  hastening 
on  its  end.  The  sun  is  burning  out  its  splendours ;  subterranean 
fires  are  consuming  the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  the  planets  arc 
known,  by  an  examination  of  ancient  eclipses,  to  be  converging ; 
and  the  sage  perceives  distinctly  in  the  movements  of  nature,  a 
constant  and  solemn  advance  towards  that  droadful  catastrophe,  of 
which  revelation  pre-admonishes  the  saint!” 

The  sentiments  contained  in  tlie  following  passage  deserve  an 
attentive  perusal  by  every  friend,  and,  if  there  be  such  among 
Christians,  by  every  opposer  of  missions  to  untutored  Indians : 

“  There  are  always  difficulties  to  be  encountered  when  refor¬ 
mation  is  the  object.  And  there  always  must  be,  while  human 
nature  remains  perverse.  Do  you  imagine,  however,  that  these 
difficulties  excuse  you  from  exertions?  Had  Asa  reasoned  thus, 
Israel  had  not  been  reclaimed.  Had  the  apostles  reasoned  thus, 
Holland,  Germany,  and  Britain,  countries  which  gave  birth  to  our 
pious  ancestry,  had  remained,  to  this  day,  ignorant  of  the  gospel 
and  its  benefits.  Had  the  apostles  reasoned  thus,  you,  whom  I  ad¬ 
dress  as  children  of  the  light,  and  partakers  of  the  liberty  of  tlie 
sons  of  God,  would  now  have  been  enveloped  in  impenetrable 
darkness,  and  bound  in  accursed  chains.  And  in  place  of  thee, 
venerable  house  of  God;  of  you,  holy  altars,  ministers  of  grace, 
and  witnesses  of  Jesus,  with  which  I  am  surrounded,  mine  eyes 
had  beheld  a  pagan  temple,  cruel  altars,  priests  sUuned  with  blood, 
and  worshippers  payihg  homage  unto  idols.  But  they  did  not 
reason  thus.  No;  blessed  be  God!  they  did  not.  And  yet  their 
difficulties,  in  diffusing  the  knowledge  of  the  Saviour,  far  exceed¬ 
ed  ours. 

“  In  proof  of  this  assertion  shall  I  call  back  the  scenes  of  apos¬ 
tolic  sufferings?  Shall  I  retrace  those  paths  covered  with  the 
bodies,  and  stained  with  the  blood,  of  the  witnesses  of  Jesus?  Shall 
I  lead  you  to  the  confessor’s  dungeon,  to  the  martyr’s  stake,  and 
point  to  fires,  and  racks,  and  gibbets,  means  of  cruelty  and  instru- 


ments  of  torture  till  now  unknown  ?  In  addition  to  the  obstinacy' 
of  those  whom  they  sought  to  christianize,  such  were  the  difficul¬ 
ties  with  which  the  early  friends  of  the  Redeemer  stiiiggled. 

‘‘  Both  Jews  and  Gentiles  obstructed  their  course,  and  counter¬ 
acted  their  influence.  Emperors  persecuted,  and  princes  combined 
to  crush  them.  But  they  combined  in  vain.  Their  love  for  Christ 
was  stronger  than  death,  and  floods  of  ungodliness  could  not  quench 
it.  In  prison  and  in  exile ;  on  the  scaffold,  and  from  the  cross» 
salvation  was  published,  and  multitudes  were  converted.’^ 

The  poet  said, 

“  An  honest  man’s  the  noblest  Work  of  God. 

Our  author  speaks  more  consistently  with  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tianity,  when  he  says, 

“  God,  from  his  throne,  behedds  not  a  nobler  diaracter  on  his 
footstool,  than  the  fervent  missionary,  the  man,  who  inspired  with 
zeal,  and  burning  with  love,  bids  adieu  to  his  friends,  abandons  his 
comfort,  and  his  home,  braves  the  perils  of  the  deep,  encounters 
hunger,  and  thirst,  and  nakedness,  and  persevering  through  dan¬ 
gers  and  deaths,  proclaims  the  Saviour  to  those  who  know  him  not.” 

“  The  Saviour  could  easily  furnish  means  for  this,  from  his 
own  resources.  He  could  command  the  heavens  to  supply  the 
ambassadors  of  his  grace  with  bread,  and  the  flinty  rock  to  furnish 
them  with  water.  But, "*2/  is  more  hiefised  to  g'ive  t/ian  to  receive. 
This  the  Saviour  knows,  and  having,  in  the  profusion  of  his  good¬ 
ness,  loaded  you  with  treasure,  he  condescends  to  ask,  and  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  you  a  part  of  that  treasure :  and  this  he  does,  not  that 
He  needs  it,  but  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  likening 
yourselves  to  God  by  the  imitation  of  his  sublime  munificence, 
who  delights  in  doing  good,  and  whose  tender  mercies  are  over 
all  his  works. 

‘‘  In  thb  light  I  place  the  subject.  And  now  O  my  Go<l,  what 
more  shall  I  say  ?  Can  the  unfeeling  heart  of  man  contemplate 
miseries  the  most  extreme,  and  not  be  moved  ?  From  the  hill  of 
Zion,  beaming  with  light,  and  smiling  with  life,  let  me  direct  your 
view  to  the  vale  of  darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death. 

‘‘  Yonder  are  the  pagans.  Friends  of  humanity,  O  that  I  could 
describe  them  "to  you  I  cold,  naked,  famished,  friendless;  roam¬ 
ing  the  desert,  burning  with  revenge,  and  thirsting  for  blood. 

^  Yonder  are  the  pagans.  Friends  of  Immanuel,  O  that  I  could 
describe  them  to  you,  assembled  on  the  ground  of  enchantment^ 
practising  the  delusions  of  witchcraft,  insulting  the  heavens  by  the 
sacrifice  of  dogs,  and  paying  their  impious  adorations  at  the 
shrines  of  devils  I 
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w  From  these  profane  devotions,  the  hoary  warrior  retifes. 
His  steps  totter  with  age,  he  reaches  the  threshold  of  his  hut, 
and  sinks  beneath  infirmities,  on  the  cold  earth,  his  bed  of  death. 
No  sympathizing  friend  partakes  in  his  misery,  no  filial  hand  is 
stretched  out  for  his  relief.  The  wife  of  his  youth  has  forsaken 
him,  his  daughters  are  carried  captive,  his  sons  have  been  slain  in 
battle.  Exhausted  with  sufferings,  and  weary  of  life,  he  turns  his 
eye  upon  the  grave.  But  the  grave  to  him  is  dark  and  silent.  Not 
a  whisper  of  comfort  is  heard  from  its  caverns,  not  abeam  of  light 
glitters  on  its  gloom.  Here  the  curtain  drops,  time  ceases,  eternity 
begins :  Mighty  God,  how  awful  is  the  scene  which  follows  1  But 
I  dare  not  attempt  to  lift  the  veil  that  covers  it.  From  that  bourn 
beyond  which  submission  is  our  only  duty,  turn  again  to  the  li\ing 
world,  where  your  prayers  and  exertions  may  be  availing. 

‘‘  Is  there  a  father  in  this  assembly,  who,  high  in  the  hopes  of 
heaven,  brings  his  infant  offspring  to  these  altars,  and  places  them 
by  faith  in  the  arms  of  Jesus  ?  I  plead  in  behalf  of  fathei*s  who 
have  never  heard  of  heaven,  and  whose  offspring  know  no  Saviour. 

“  Is  there  a  mother  in  this  assembly,  blessed  by  the  affection 
of  her  husband,  and  solaced  by  the  smiles  of  her  daughters?  I 
plead  in  behalf  of  mothers,  whose  husbands  are  tyrants,  and  whose 
daughters  are  slaves.” 

[  To  be  continued 

ANECDOTE 

OF  DR.  DARWIN. 

The  anecdote  in  a  late  number  of  the  magazine  of  a  disciple 
of  Darwin,  I  read,  not  with  surprise,  but  with  pity  for  the  un¬ 
happy  man,  and  an  increased  disgust  with  that  pernicious  philo¬ 
sophy,  by  which  it  is  to  be  feared  thousands  are  ruined. 

However  high  the  character  of  Dr.  Dar\vin  may  stand  in  the 
estimation  of  mankind,  as  a  physician,  a  philosopher,  or  a  poet, 
the  following  anecdote  sufficiently  demonstrates  his  obduracy  and 
degradation  as  a  father,  and  as  a  man. 

Anna  Seward,  from  whose  biographic  pen  the  life  of  Dr. 
Darwin  has  been  exhibited,  informs  us,  that  his  eldest  son  had 

a  gentle,  ingenuous,  and  affectionate  heart,”  and  that,  on  his^ 
death,  he  left  “  an  untainted  reputation  for  probity  and  benevo¬ 
lence  ;  beloved,  respected,  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.” 
Mr.  Darwin,  “  while  his  profession  in  life  was  undetermined,  ex¬ 
pressed  a  wish  to  go  into  the  church  lather  than  the  law’.  Tliat 


'preference  was  repulsed  by  parental  sarcasms  ujwn  its  indolence^ 
and  imputed  effeminacy.  From  infancy  to  his  last  day,  Mr.  Dar¬ 
win  had  shrunk,  with  pained  sensibility,  from  his  father’s  irony.” 

This  young  man,  having  met  with  some  embarrassment  in 
business,  ‘‘  on  a  December  evening  cold  and  stormy,”  went  down 
to  the  river  Derwent,  which  ran  at  the  bottom  of  his  garden,  and 
terminated  his  existence  amid  its  waves.  The  discovery,  shortly 
.after,  of  Mr.  Darwin’s  hat  and  neckcloth,  created  alarm.  Boats 
were  sent  out.  Dr.  Darwin,  the  father,  was  summoned.  Each 
spectator  probably  expected  to  discover  in  his  countenance,  all 
the  risings  of  parental  surprise  and  wretchedness. — Far  other¬ 
wise.  “  He  staid  a  long  time  on  the  brink  of  the  water,  appa¬ 
rently  calm  and  collected.  The  body  could  not  be  found  till  the 
next  day.  When  the  doctor  received  information  that  it  was  found, 
he  exclaimed  in  a  low  voice,  ‘‘  Poor  insane  coward''  and  it  is  said 
never  after  mentioned  the  subject.”.  “  It  excited,”  and  well  it 
might  excite,  “  universal  surprise  to  see  him  walking  along  the 
streets,  the  day  after  the  funeral  of  his  son,  with  a  serene  counte¬ 
nance  and  his  usual  cheerfulness  of  address.”  Nay  more,  as  if  to 
show,  that  the  privation  of  natural  affection  was  a  virtue,  “He 
took  immediate  possession  of  the  premises  his  son  had  left,  laid 
plans  for  their  improvement,  took  pleasure  in  describing  those 
plans  to  his  acquaintance,  and  determined  to  make  it  his  future 
residence,  and  all  this  without  seeming  to  recollect  to  how  sad  an 
event  he  owed  their  possession.” 

Let  the  reader  contrast  the  insensibility  of  a  Darwin  with  the 
amiable  grief  of  a  David.  2  Sam.  xviii.  33.  “  And  the  king  was 
much  moved,  and  went  up  to  the  chamber  over  the  gate,  and  wept; 
and  as  he  went,  thus  he  said;  O  my  son  Absalom,  my  son,  my 
son  Absalom,  w^ould  to  God  I  had  died  for  the6,  O  Absaloni, 
my  son,  my  son  I”  But  as  to  the  philosopher, 

“  Num  fletu  ingemuit  ? — ^num  lumina  flexlt  ? 

“  Num  lachr}  mas  victus  dedit 

Let  the  infidel  beware,  lest  the  stoicism  he  boasts  prove,  in  its 
issue,  to  be  that  “  hardness,  and  impenitence  of  heart,  which  trea¬ 
sures  up  unto  itself  w'l'ath  against  the  day  of  wrath  and  reve-' 
lation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God.” 
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RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 


From  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Missions  to  the  General  Assembly,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  missionaries  have  faithfully, 
and,  tliere  is  reason  to  hope,  not  unsuc¬ 
cessfully,  performed  the  duties  of  their 
appointments ;  and  althou^  some  of  them 
have  met  with  discouragements,  yet,  in 
gtMieral,  they  were  received  with  cordial¬ 
ity,  and  hea^  with  decent  attention.  In  a 
variety  of  instances,  impressions  have 
been  made,  which  it  may  be  presumed, 
will  not  be  easily  effaced;  the  careless 
and  secure  have  l)een  alarmed,  an^  the 
children  of  Zion  have  been  made  joyful  in 
their  King.  The  field  upon  which  mis¬ 
sionary  labour  may  be  advantageously 
bestowed  is  rapidly  enlarging;  but  the 
Committee  have  to  regret  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  those  who  offer  tliemselves  to  the 
work  does  not  increase  in  proportion  to 
the  demands  for  their  services;  however, 
alLbougli  they  see  not  at  present  the  in¬ 
struments  with  which  the  work  is  to  be 
accomplished,  He  is  faithful  who  has  pro¬ 
mised,  that  “  all  flesh  shall  see  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  God,”  and  means  will  not  be  want¬ 
ing  when  the  set  time  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  promise  shall  arrive. 

The  Rev  Jedtdiah  Chapman  reports, 
that  the  general  state  of  the  country  in  the 
northwestern  parts  of  the  state  of  N.  York 
is  progressing  to  religious  order  ;  that  a 
number  of  congregations  are  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing;  churches  are  organized;  there 
arc  others  in  embryo;  new  towns  are 
settling,  which  need  particular  attention, 
and  are  continually  calling  for  m’misterial 
labour;  there  is  a  large  field  open  for  the 
employment  of  missionaries,  and  perhaps 
as  great,  if  not  a  greater  call  for  mission¬ 
ary  services  than  at  any  former  period. 

Mr.  Timothy  Willi AMs’s  route  lay 
through  the  counties  of  Ontario,  Steuben, 
and  Tioga,  in  the  state  of  New- York,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Cayuga,  Seneca,  and 
Ontario  lakes,  and  in  it  he  met  with  many 
serious  persons.  He  preached  79  times, 
frequently  to  attentive  audiences;  visited 
the  sick ;  attended  and  spoke  at  a  funeral ; 
visited  two  schools ;  and  attended  a  confe¬ 
rence.  In  several  places,  the  people  are 
very  desirous  to  have  a  settled  ministry, 
and  the  regular  administration  of  gospel 
ordinances  among  them  ;  but  in  others  la¬ 
mentable  carelessness  in  this  respect  pre¬ 
vails;  in  general,  however,  the  prospect  is 
encouraging. 

Extract  from  the  missionary  journal  of 
the  Rev.  John  Close. 

Vox..  II. 


“  June  18th,  1805.  At  South  Granville* 

1  attended  a  very  large  and  respectable 
meeting  of  ministers  and  people  (mostly 
presbyterians  and  congregationalists)  ap¬ 
pointed  on  account  of  a  special  attention 
to  religion  in  that  place. 

1  believe  upwards  of  twenty  regular 
ministers  attended:  no  other  took  any  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  the  public  exercises.  The  peo- 
pie  met  on  two  days  for  social  worship : 
they  assembled  in  a  grove,  in  the  day-time : 
there  were  no  encampments.  On  the  se¬ 
cond  day  the  Lord’s  supper  was  adminis¬ 
tered.  Thousands  collected  from  the 
neighbouring  towns.-  It  was  judged  by 
many  that  there  were  700  or  800  commu¬ 
nicants;  and  some  supposed  more.  Be¬ 
tween  40  and  50  new  communicants,  of 
that  congregation,  were  that  day  admitted 
to  the  Lo^'s  supper;  nineteen  adults 
were  baptized;  and  I  was  informed,  that 
70  children  of  those  adults  were  baptized 
on  the  next  Lord’s  day.  I  never  saw,  with¬ 
in  the  walls  of  a  church,  more  general  at¬ 
tention,  solemnity,  and  order,  than  w'ere 
obsen'able  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
public  performances.” 

“  In  the  west  and  southerly  parts  of 
Vermont,  and  in  some  parts  of  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  state  of  New -York,  there  ap^ 
pears  an  unusual  attention  to  religion.” 

The  Committee  of  Missions  have  re¬ 
ceived  information,  that  the  books  and 
small  tracts  upon  religious  and  moral  sub¬ 
jects,  sent  by  them  to  various  parts  for 
gratuitous  distribution,  have  been  receiv¬ 
ed  with  gratitude,  and  their  good  effects 
are  already  beginning  to  appear.  Upon 
this  subject  the  Rev.  John  H.  Rice  (of 
Charlotte  county,  Virginiaf)  reports,  tliat 
he  has  distributed  the  Testaments  and 
H>Tnn  Books,  received  as  a  donation, 
amongst  the  blacks  in  Charlotte  county, 
and  that  he  conceives  there  is  good  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  that  happy  effects  have  al¬ 
ready  been  produced.  Shortly  after  he  re¬ 
ceived  those  books,  he  was  applied  to  by 
a  negro  lad  for  a  testament  and  hymn 
book,  which  he  gave  him.  Some  time  in 
last  March  a  sabbath  w  as  fixed  upon  for 
the  administration  of  the  sacrament  of 
baptism,  and  on  that  day  this  young  negro 

•  In  Wasliington  county,  state  of  New- 
York. 

t  Mr.  Rice  is  appointed  a  missionary, 
to  s]:>end  two  months  of  the  present  year 
among  the  blacks  in  Charlotte  county,  and 
its  vicinity. 
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applied  for  admission  into  the  church: 
according’  to  custr>m,  Mr.  Rice  conversed 
with  him  on  his  religious  exercises,  and 
received  a  very  satisfactory  account  of 
them.  Asa  specimen  of  his  acquaintance 
with  the  fun(lamental  doctrines  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  Mr.  Rice  sends  the  following 
questions,  vnth  the  negro’s  answers  to 
them,  almost  precisely  in  his  own  words. 

^  Why  do  you  wish  to  be  baptized  ? 

A.  Because  it  is  my  desire  and  my  duty 
to  be  in  the  church  of  Christ,  and  to  have 
communion  and  fellowship  witli  tlie  church 
of  Christ. 

^  Have  you  any  other  reason  ? 

It  is  the  command  of  Christ,  and  I 
wish  to  obey  the  commands  of  Christ. 

^  Who  is  Jesus  Christ  ? 

A.  The  Son  of  God,  and  Saviour  of  sin¬ 
ners. 

^  Are  yuu  a  sinner? 

A  Yes,  master,  a  great  sinner. 

^  And  how  do  you  expect  to  be  saved  ? 

A  Viv  hope  is  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

VVhat  do  you  hate  most  of  any  tiling 
in  the  world? 

A.  Sinning  against  God. 

What  do  you  love  to  do  the  best  of 
any  thing  in  the  world  ? 

A.  To  serve  God. 

^  Can  you  serve  him  well  enough  ? 

A.  No,  master,  I  sin  against  him  every 
day,  but  I  wish  to  serve  him  better. 

Can  you  ser\'e  God  of  yourself? 

A.  No,  master,  I  can  do  nothing  of  my¬ 
self,  God  must  help  me. 

^  You  say  you  wish  to  go  to  heaven ; 
why  do  you  wish  to  go  to  heaven  ? 

A.  Because  there  I  shall  serve  God  as  I 
wish,  and  never  sin  against  him.” 

Report  on  the  accounts  of  the  general 

state  of  reli.^on  given  to  the  Assembly 

by  the  members  individually. 

The  Assembly  have  heard  with  plea¬ 
sure,  accounts  from  the  east  and  west,  the 
north  and  south,  proclaiming  the  triumphs 
of  the  Redeemer,  in  the  extension  and 
prosperity  of  his  kingdom  in  our  country. 

Tlie  Assembly  liave  received  an  impres¬ 
sion  of  the  most  pleasing  kind  fr  .im  the  in¬ 
telligence  that  there  is,  in  almost  every 
quarter t  a  general^  and  in  some  parts  of  our 
church,  an  increased  attention  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  worship  of  God:  that  there  exists  a 
spirit  of  inquiry  in  regard  to  religious 
tnith,  8c  a  more  general  comnetion  that  the 
power  of  godliness  is  necessary  to  stamp 
v'alue  on  its  form 

Associations  for  prayer  and  reading  the 
holy  scriptures,  have,  it  appears,  been  the 
means  frequently  blessed  by  God,  to  pre- 
serv'e  the  very  existence  of  religion,  in 


places  destitute  of  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  and  the  full  administration  of  its 
ordinances.  Such  associations  have  happi¬ 
ly  prepared  the  people  for  the  labours  of 
the  pious  missionary,  who  thus  came  upon 
ground,  as  it  were,  already  broken  up,  and 
profitably  scattered  the  good  seed  of  the 
word. 

The  Assembly  have  also  heard  with 
great  satisfaction,  that  the  catechising  of 
children  and  others,  has,  in  certain  parts  of 
our  church,  been  practised  with  more  than 
ordinary  care,  and  with  that  desirable  suc¬ 
cess,  winch  may  ever  be  expected  to  fol¬ 
low  a  suitable  regard  to  this  most  impor¬ 
tant  duty. 

With  heartfelt  pleasure  the  Assembly 
bear  testimony  to  the  charitable  exertions 
made  by  some  of  their  churches,  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  holy  ministry.  They  rejoice  to  find 
that  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  are,  in 
general,  attended  with  punctuality  and 
earnestness.  They  regret,  however,  that 
in  some  particulars^  they  are  compelled  to 
use  the  languagfe  of  reprehension.  It  is 
with  pain  tliey  observe  it  to  be  the  practice 
of  too  many,  in  some  of  their  churches,  to 
attend  divine  service  only  on  one  part  of  the 
day,  to  the  neglect  or  contempt  of  the  re¬ 
maining  part.  Against  this  practice,  so  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  spiritual  interests  of  their 
people;  so  entirely  inconsistent  with  the 
Christian  character  and  privileges,  they 
think  it  no  more  than  their  duty  sole^nnly 
to  protest.  And  they  do  most  affectionately 
beseech  all  who  ai’e  conscious  of  delin¬ 
quency  in  this  respect,  no  longer  to  with¬ 
hold  from  God  any  portion  of  tliat  time, 
which  he  hath  specially  consecrated  to  his 
own  service. 

We  live  at  a  time  when  it  becomes  a 
duty  peculiarly  inedmbent,  to  “  contend 
earnestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints.”  It  will,  however,  be  remembered, 
that  the  sacred  cause  of  tnith,  can  never 
be  promoted  by  angry  controversy,  or 
railing  accusation.  It  is,  therefore,  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  churches,  to  vindicate  the 
tnith,  not  only  by  sound  and  temperate 
discussion,  but  also  and  especially,  by  the 
manifestation  of  its  sanctifying  and  trans¬ 
forming  power  over  tlie  life  and  conversa¬ 
tion;  and  by  evincing,  that,  ‘‘the  like 
mind  is  in  us  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord.” 

It  should  ever  be  recollected  that  error 
in  doctrine,  hath  a  native  tendency  to  pro¬ 
duce  immorality  in  practice;  and  there¬ 
fore,  that  we  should  not  be  carried  about 
by  every  wind  of  doctrine.  Let  us  prove 
all  things  and  hold  fast  that  which  is  good. 
This  caution,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  received 
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with  attention  and  solemnity.  In  as  much 
as  the  church  has  been  of  late  invaded  by 
errors  which  strike  at  the  very  foundation 
of  our  faith  and  hope,  such  as  tlie  denial  of 
the  Godhead,  and  atonement  of  the  bless¬ 
ed  Redeemer,  tlie  subjection  of  holy  scrip¬ 
ture  to  the  most  extravagant  impulses  of 
the  heart  of  man.  These  and  other  errors 
of  a  dangerous  nature,  have  been  indus¬ 
triously,  and,  alas!  that  the  Assembly 
should  be  constrained  to  add,  in  some 
portions  of  our  country,  too  successfully 
disseminated. 

It  is  believed  that  in  the  revivals  of  late 
years,  many  have  been  added  to  the  church 
of  such  as  shall  be  saved  Many,  w  ho, 
stedfast  in  the  Christian  life,  seek  to  adorn 
the  doctrine  of  God  their  Saviour  in  all 
things.  For  this,  let  tlie  Giver  of  every 
good,  and  every  perfect  gift,  be  praised. 
These  happy  subjects  of  divine  grace  are 
exhorted  to  “  hold  fast  that  which  they 
have  received,  that  no  man  take  their 
crown,’*  to  “  be  faithful  unto  death,  that 
they  may  obtain  a  crown  of  life.** 

But  as  it  hath  often  occun  ed,  in  former 
periods  of  the  church,  so  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  it  has  happened  with  respect  to 
these  edusions  of  the  Spirit’s  gracious  in¬ 
fluences.  Transformed  into  an  angel  of 
light)  the  enemy  of  souls  hath  endeavoured 
to  mar  the  glorious  display  of  divine  ope¬ 
rations,  by  inciting  to  the  most  absurd  and 
extravagant  outrages  upon  Christian  sobri¬ 
ety  and  decorum. 

The  Assembly  beseech  all  their  people 
to  bear  in  mind,  that  if  they  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  abandon  the  unerring  guidance 
of  God*s  written  word,  they  will  inevitably 
beconie  the  prey  of  ignorance,  superstition 
and  fanaticism.  “  Bodily  exercise  profit- 
eth  little.**  The  mind  sown  with  the  seed 
of  the  word ;  the  soul  renew  ed  by  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  these  profit ;  these  entitle  a  man 
to  the  character  of  being  truly  relip  ious: 
and  whatsoever  has  not  a  tendency  to  che¬ 
rish  and  promote  true  religion,  is  incon¬ 
stant  as  the  wind,  and  light  as  the  chaff  it 
scatters. 

The  Assembly  are  happy  to  add,  that 
Hieir  observations  on  the  prosperity  of  the 
church,  and  the  favourable  position  of  reli¬ 
gious  affairs  generally,  were  not  meant  to 
be  confined  to  the  presbyteries  under  their 
care:  they  comprehend  also  the  state  of 
things  within  the  bounds  of  the  General 
Association  of  Connecticut,  and  among  the 
congregational  ciiurches  in  the  state  of 
Vermont,  where  the  interests  of  Christ’s 
kingdom  appear  to  prosper. 

On  the  whole,  they  commend  tlieir  be- 
lo\ed  people  to  the  grace  of  God,  praying 
tlie  great  Head  of  the  church,  to  vouch¬ 


safe  to  them  yet  farther  days  of  refreshing 
from  his  presence.  Exalted  Redeemer, 

“  pour  water  oq  the  tliirsty ;  floods  of  wa¬ 
ter  upon  the  dry  ground;  Uiy  Spirit  on  our 
seed,  and  thy  blessing  on  our  offspring; 
that  thew  may  grow  up  as  grass,  and  as 
willows  by  the  water  courses.**  Amen. 

We  are  happy  to  observe,  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  Christian  world,  an  increasing 
attention  to  the  interests  of  Zion.  The 
General  Synod  of  the  Astociated  Re^ 
formed  Church  in  North-America  have 
manifested  their  concern  for  the  church, 
and  their  zeal  to  furnish  well  qualified 
pastors  and  teachers,  in  the  following 
act  for  establishing  a  Theological  Se¬ 
minary,  passed  at  Philadelphia,  June  4, 
1805. 

“  Whereas  the  ministry  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  is  the  great  means  instituted  by  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  perfecting  his  saints, 
and  edifying  his  body;  and,  whereas,  he 
has  required  in  his  word  that  they  who 
are  called  to  this  excellent  and  Important 
work,  be  furnished  with  gifts  and  graces 
above^hose  of  oilier  believers  ;  especially, 
that  they  be  faithful  men ;  apt  to  teach ; 
workmen  who  need  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  w'ord  of  truth ;  w  ise 
stewards  to  give  the  household  their  por¬ 
tion  of  meat  in  due  season  ;  able  to  con¬ 
vince  gainsaxers,  to  stop  the  mouths  of 
unruly  and  vain  talkers ;  to  reprove,  to  re¬ 
buke,  to  exhort,  with  all  long-suflering 
and  doctrine  and  authority ;  and  to  know 
how  they  ought  to  behave  themselves  in 
the  house  of  God,  ruling  well,  and  being 
ensamples  to  the  flock :  and,  whereas,  the 
aforesaid  qualiflcations,  since  the  mira¬ 
culous  effusions  of  the  divine  Spirit  have 
ceased,  cannot  be  obtained  in  any  other 
way,  than  by  his  blessing  upon  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  natural  talent,  sanctifled  by  his 
grace ;  which  cultivation  consists  in  a  good 
acquaintance  with  those  various  branches 
of  literature,  which  are  necessary  for  un¬ 
derstanding,  expounding,  defending,  and 
applying  all  the  parts  of  revealed  truth  : 
and,  whereas,  seminaries  erected  for  the 
special  purpose  of  inst meting  the  rising 
ministr)  in  things  in. mediately  connect* 
with  their  holy  vocation,  are  the  iiiost 
probable  means  of  attaining  the  pi  oj  osed 
end,  have  been  cherished  by  the  Christian 
church  witJi  much  affection  from  the  ear¬ 
liest  ages;  and  have  been  remarkibiy 
owned  of  Go<l,  for  the  preservation  of  her 
purity  and  glory.  And,  whereas,  the  Lord 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  incline  the 
hearts  of  Christians,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  to  assist  the  Associate  Retbrmed 


’Church  in  the  design  of  establishing  such 
'  a  seminary :  Therefore, 

The  ministers  and  elders  in  general 
svnod  convened,  do  hereby  direct  and  or- 
^aint 

*  That  their  seminary  be  forthii4th  esta¬ 
blished  in  the  city  of  New -York,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  preparing  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry  such  young  men  as,  having 
passed  through  a  previous  course  of  libe¬ 
ral  education,  shall  resolve  to  consecrate 
themselves  to  the  service  of  God  in  the 
gospel  of  his  Son. 

And  the  synod  further  direct^  That  the 
course  of  instruction  in  said  seminary  be 
conducted  by  a  professor  in  tlieology ;  to 
be  chosen  by  their  ballot  at  all  times 
hereafter,  and  to  hold  his  office  and  emo¬ 
luments  until  removed  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  General  Synod:  which  vote 
shall  not  pass  till  a  meeting  subsequent  to 
that  at  which  it  shall  have  been  proposed; 
provided,  that  this  shall  not  be  construed 
to  impair  the  pow'er  of  the  synod,  on  any 
charge  of  gross  error  or  immorality,  to 
suspend  a  professor  frt)m  the  exercise  of 
his  functions,  till  judgment  be  definitively 
given . 

And  the  synod  further  direct.  That  tlie 
outline  of  instruction  in  the  seminary  be  as 
follows:  viz. 

1.  The  scriptures  themselves  shall  be 
tlie  great  subject  of  study. 

2.  The  period  of  study  in  the  seminary 
shall  be  four  years  ;  and  the  session  shall 
continue  for  seven  months  successively; 
that  is  to  say,  from  the  first  Monday  of 
November  tiUtlie  first  Monday  of  June. 

3.  These  four  years  shall  be  divided  in¬ 
to  two  equal  parts;  and  the  course  of 
study  shall  proceed  as  follows: 

Every  student  shall  begin  and  close  the 
day  with  exercises  of  secret  devotion; 
uniting  to  prayer  the  reading  of  a  portion 
of  God’s  w  ord;  and  using  as  a  help  some 
book  of  impressive  practical  religion.  In 
these  exercises  he  is  to  read  the  scriptures 
not  as  a  critic,  but  as  a  Christian;  as  a 
saved  sinner,  who  knows  no  other  way  of 
peace  but  that  which  belongs  to  him  in 
common  with  tlie  least  of  God’s  redeemed; 
and  who  lives  by  faith,  for  daily  counsel, 
and  strength,  and  consolation,  upon  that 
Saviour,  whom  he  is  afterwards  to  preach 
to  others. 

Such  a  portion  of  every  day,  (the  Lord’s 
day  excepted)  shall  be  devoted  to  the 
study  of  the  scriptures  in  the  original 
tongues,  and  of  that  literature  which  faci¬ 
litates  this  study,  as  by  a  faitliful  improve¬ 
ment  of  time,  may  enable  the  student,  at 
the  expiration  of  his  course,  to  read  the 
oiiginals  >vith  tolerable  ease. 


The  holy  scriptures  in  our  common  ver¬ 
sion  shall  be  read  in  such  daily  portions,  as 
shall  finish  the  whole  during  the  first  pe¬ 
riod  of  two  years:  and  to  render  the  read¬ 
ing  thereof  more  profitable,  the  professor 
of  theology  shall  direct  the  student  to 
succinct  treatises,  on  scriptural  subjects, 
as  they  occur;  and  shall  carefully  examine 
him  on  these  subjects. 

Having  completed  this  hrst  reading  of 
the  scriptiu^s,  the  student  shall  commence 
a  second  course  of  the  same  nature;  di¬ 
viding  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  finish  it 
at  the  expiration  of  his  last  year.  He  shall 
now'  consult  the  originals,  step  by  step,  as 
he  goes  along ;  and  have  his  course  of  bi¬ 
blical  reading  extended  under  tlie  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  professor. 

With  his  third  year  the  student  shall 
commence  the  study  of  systematic  theo- 
logy:  and,  as  a  basis  for  it,  he  shall  com¬ 
mit  to  memor)',  during  the  previous  two 
years,  the  whole  text  of  the  confession  of 
faith  and  larger  catechism.  He  shall  read, 
on  each  topic,  such  proper  books  as  may 
be  digested  within  the  time  allotted,  and 
may  give  him  an  acquaintance  with  the 
substance  of  the  system. 

The  professor  shall  also  lecture  upon 
the  primary  topics  of  the  system,  following 
the  general  order  of  the  confession  of 
faith.  That  his  students  may  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  his  whole  course  of  lectures, 
he  must  not  fail  to  complete  it  within 
two  years.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
this  time  may  be  sufficient,  his  lectures  are 
to  be  concise  and  dense,  accomodated  to 
the  principle,  that  his  work  is  not  so  much 
to  furnish  his  pupils  w  ith  thoughts,  as  to 
set  them  upon  a  proper  train  of  thinking 
for  tliemselves. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  course,  the 
professor  shall  also  deliver  critical  lec¬ 
tures  ;  w  hich  are  to  embrace,  not  merely 
the  philology  of  the  context,  but  also  its 
connexion,  scope,  and  argument.  No  au¬ 
thority  is  to  be  admitted  in  these  lectures 
but  that  of  the  originals  ;  the  student  shall 
have  them  before  him,  and  turn  to  the 
parallel  texts  cited  by  the  professor.  These 
texts  are  to  be.  few,  and  w'ell  selected. 

Every  student  shall  prepare  in  his  third 
year,  two  of  those  discourses  commonly 
called  lectures,  and  two  popular  sermons; 
and  in  his  fourth  year,  thiee  of  each;  nei¬ 
ther  to  exceed  half  an  hour  w  hen  delibe¬ 
rately  spoken.  All  the  scriptural  proofs 
cited  by  a  student  in  any  exercise  of  his 
fourth  year,  must  be  referable  to  the 
originals. 

Hours  of  study  must  be  so  distributed 
as  to  leave  a  suitable  portion  to  miscella- 
fteous  reading;  such  as  history,  morality. 
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belles  Icttres,  fitc.  and  to  healthful  bodily 
exercise.'* 

Olj*  The  professor  was  to  commence 
his  course  of  instruction  on  the  first  Mon¬ 
day  in  November  1805;  at  which  time  the 
supcrintendunts  were  to  meetln  New-York 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  seminary . 

At  the  time  the  foregoing  act  was  esta¬ 
blished,  tlie  synod 

“  Resolved,  That  the  different  presby¬ 
teries  be  forthwith  informed  of  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  a  seminary  for  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  youth  in  the  knowledge  of  theo¬ 
logy,  and  enjoined  to  send  their  students 
to  the  city  of  New-York,  at  the  time 
appointed  for  opening  said  seminary. 

Resolved,  That  measures  be  imme¬ 
diately  taken  to  have  all  our  ministers 
supplied  with  the  scriptures  in  the  original 
tongues,  and  with  proper  helps  for  prose¬ 
cuting  the  study  of  them. 

ResoU-ed,  I'hat  every  minister  be  en¬ 
joined  to  pursue,  in  so  far  as  it  shall  be 
applicable  to  his  circumstances  and  con¬ 
sistent  with  his  engagements,  a  course  of 
biblical  reading  similar  to  that  which  is 
recommended  in  the  report  on  the  plan  for 
the  seminary,  to  which  they  are  referred. 

Resolved,  That  every  pi*esbytery  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to  devote  a 
suitable  portion  of  time,  at  least  once  in 
six  months,  to  the  investigation  of  portions 
of  the  original  scriptures,  previously  se¬ 
lected  for  the  purpose:  that  at  least  one  of 
their  number,  taken  in  rotation,  shall,  at 
such  meeting,  deli>’er  a  critical  disserta¬ 
tion  upon  some  scriptural  subject  to  be 
previously  assigned  him;  and  that  they 
keep  a  regular  journal  of  their  liteniry 
transactions,  and  preserve  the  disserta¬ 
tions  among  their  papers.** 

The  siiperintendanls  of  the  seminary 
are,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Robert  Annan; 
John  M'Jimsey;  Alexander  Proud- 
fit;  James  Gray,  D.  D.;  and  James 

I.AURIE. 

A  letter  addressed  to  the  members  of 
the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  relative 
to  atlicological  seminary,  follows  the  fore¬ 
going  act.  This  letter,  which  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  Christian  eloquence,  concludes 
as  follows. 

**  If  we  use  not  flattering  woixls,  bre¬ 
thren,  it  is  because  we  are  deeply  serious; 
and  because  we  are  well  assured,  that  if 
your  seminaiy  perish,  there  is  no  human 
expedient  to  save  your  churches  from 
desolation.  Here,  then,  is  an  object, 
W'hich,  entering  into  tbe  essence  of  your 
social  stability,  prefers  a  claim  upon  your 
purse,  which  you  cannot  innocentlv  resist. 
In  vain  do  you  “  pray  tbat  Satan’s  king¬ 


dom  may  be  destroyed,  and  the  kingdom 
of  grace  Advanced,*’  if  you  will  nothing 

toward  the  means  to  which  the  Lord  has 
directed  for  that  end.  We  repe*:.  it  a  iittie 
from  each  of  you  is  enough.  Who  will 
grudge  a  few  miserable  shillings  once  a 
tw'elvemontii,  in  an  affair  of  such  magni¬ 
tude  ?  Who  will  be  the  poorer  at  Uic 
year’s  end  ?  or  venture  to  insinuate  that 
the  Son  of  God,  whose  is  “  the  eartli  and 
the  fulness  thereof,**  will  remain  in  his 
debt  for  such  a  donation?  The  duty  is 
plain,  the  promise  pointed.  “  Honour  the 
Lord  with  thy  substance,  and  with  the 
first  fruits  of  all  thine  increase  ;  so  shall 
thy  barns  be  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy 
presses  shall  burst  out  with  new  wine.'* 
Do  not  act,  brethren,  as  if  the  word  of 
God  were  unworthy  of  your  trust.  Let  it 
never  be  forgotten  that  he  triV/  have  a  share 
of  our  property;  and  if  we  defraud  him  of 
our  free-will  offering;  of  the  “  first  fruits 
of  all  our  increase,**  he  will  wrest  from  cur 
hands  that  abused  w  ealth  for  which  vve  do 
not  make  him  an  acknowledgment  in  hind. 
Many  a  delinquency  of  this  soit  has  been 
punished  with  a  bad  debt  or  a  bad  crop ; 
and  no  man  ever  gains  by  the  commuta¬ 
tion.  The  winds  of  heaven,  the  devouring 
insect,  or  a  famishing  drought  of\en  takes 
away  more  at  a  blow,  than  would  be  de¬ 
manded  for  sacred  uses  in  twenty  years. 
Come,  then,  brethren,  and  let  us  join  cur 
tribute  to  the  temple  of  God.  Follow  up 
with  your  public  spirit  the  token  for  good, 
which  w  e  already  sec.  Gladden  the  hearts 
of  those  noble  youth  who  are  very  jealous 
for  tlie  Lord  God  of  hosts;  and  who  look 
to  you  as  patrons  and  benefactors.  As  the 
Lord  hath  prospered  you,  is  the  rule.  Let 
tl»e  rich  man  rise  up  w  ith  his  gold ;  and 
let  not  the  widow  blush  for  her  mite.  The 
Lord  will  see,  and  will  gi'aciously  reward; 
for  “  he  loveth  a  cheerful  giver.”  It  is, 
moreover,  a  statute  of  his  kingdom,  that 
he  which  soweth  sp-aringly,  shall  reap 
also  sparingly;  and  he  which  soweth 
bountifully,  shall  reap  also  bountifully/* 
Do  you  believe  his  truth  ?  Let  tlie  proof 
appear  in  your  next,  and  the  succeeding, 
annual  returns.  Not  one  of  you  will  repent 
as  having  done  too  much,  w  heo  he  comes 
to  the  bed  of  death,  and  contrasts  things 
carnal  and  temporal,  w  ith  things  spiritual 
and  eternal.  Refresh  our  bowels,  bre¬ 
thren.  And  may  the  Lord  himself  “  open 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  jxiur  you 
out  a  blessing  till  there  be  no  room  to 
receive  it!" 

Bv  order  of  the  general  svnod, 

j.m.’mason. 

A.  rROUDFlT. 

Kew-Verk,  1805. 
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On  Thursday,  the  19th  Inst,  the  Rev.  Boyd,  of  Newtown,  presided;  the  Rev. 
James  P.  Wilson  was  installed  pastor  Dr.  William  M.  Tennent,  of  Abing- 
of  the  first  presbyterian  church  in  this  den,  pi-eached  the  sernior. ;  ami  the  Her. 
city,  which  has  been  vacant  since  the  Jonathan  Freeman,  of  Bridgetown* 
death  of  Dr.  John  B.  Linn.  (N.  J.)  delivered  the  charge  to  the  minis« 

Upon  this  occasion,  the  Rev.  James  ter  and  people. 


OBITUARY. 


Died,  on  the  3d  ult.  at  Portsmouth  in 
New-Hampshire,  in  the  79th  year  of  his 
age,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Haven,  D.  D. 
pastor  of  the  chuixh  in  the  south  pai'isli 
of  that  town. 

And  on  the  5th  ult.  in  the  60th  year  of 
her  age,  Mrs.  ■  ■-  Haven,  the  late  con- 
sort  of  Dr.  Haven.  Her  health  had  been 
such  as  to  enable  her  to  afford  him  unre- 
mitted  attention  during  his  sickness  :  and 
w  hilst  her  mourning  garments  were  pre¬ 
paring,  she  received  her  summons,  and 
in  a  tew  hours  was  separated  from  earth 
and  its  enjoyments.  She  and  her  l^ite  hus¬ 
band  were  taken  together  to  the  tomb. 
Dr.  Haven  had  been  pastor  of  the  South 
Church  for  fifty-four  years. 

MISS  MARY  ANN  DAVIES. 

M  iss  Davies,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr. 
Robert  Davies,  of  Shoreditch,  London, 
when  under  two  years  of  age,  became  an 
object  of  the  peculiar  afnection  of  two 
aunts,  a  few  miles  from  the  metropolis, 
who  took  her  under  their  care  at  that  ten¬ 
der  age,  and  w’ilh  whom,  from  that  period 
she  almost  constantly  resided.  When  a 
mere  child,  she  w^as  (lie  happy  subject  of 
serious  impression;  which  appears  to  have 
acquired  a  considerable  degree  of  strength 
as  she  advanced  in  years. 

Having  heard  a  sermon,  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Miss  Bowyer,  of  Pall  Mall, 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rippon,  from 
Proverbs  viii.  17,  “  I  love  them  that  love 
me;  and  those  tliat  seek  me  early  shall 
find  me,”  she  made  the  follow’ing  memo¬ 
randum  :  “  I  was  much  affected  with  the 
discourse,  and  it  was  much  impressed  up¬ 
on  my  mind  afterwards;  and  very  desirous 
was  I  that  the  impression  might  not  be 
erased.”  But,  for  several  years  prior  to 
this  event,  religion  was  evidently  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  her  life,  the  principal  subject 
which  occupied  her  attention,  and  the 
great  object  of  her  pursuit. 

In  the  montli  of  May,  1798,  she  was  em¬ 
boldened  to  make  a  public  profession;  and 
was  received,  with  her  two  younger  sis¬ 
ters,  into  communion  by  tlie  church  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Rippon ;  a  circumstance 
highly  gratifying  to  her  affectionate  pa¬ 


rents,  and  to  her  father  more  particularly* 
who  w  as  hin.self  a  member  of  the  same 
Christian  society  ;  and  who  now  cnio\ed 
the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of  realizing 
an  answer  to  bis  man)  fei>ent  supplica¬ 
tions,  that  he  might  live  to  see  his  dear 
children  devoting  themselves  to  God  in  an 
everlasting  covenant. 

Immediately  after  this  solemn  engage¬ 
ment,  Miss  Davies,  conscious  tbat  the 
vows  of  God  were  upon  her,  became  unu¬ 
sually  circumspect  with  regard  to  the 
opt  rations  of  her  mind  and  her  daily  de¬ 
portment  :  and  as  a  mean  of  invigorating 
he^  Christian  graces,  of  preserving  a  ten¬ 
derness  of  conscience,  and  promoting  the 
divine  life  in  her  heart,  she  adopted  the 
very  commendable  resolution  of  making 
daily  remarks  upon  her  employment,  her 
conduct,  and  her  experience.  Her  diary, 
which  contains  a  large  quantity  of  excel¬ 
lent  matter,  at  tlie  same  time  that  it  ex¬ 
presses  in  every  page,  in  every  line  almost, 
the  fears  and  discouragen.ents  to  which 
she  w  as  subject,  discovers  that  tenderncstt 
of  disposition,  that  holy,  heavenly,  patient 
temper,  that  zeal  for  the  divine  glory,  and 
that  affectionate  concern  for  the  best  inte¬ 
rests  of  her  dearest  connexions,  which 
eminently  chai*acterize  a  genuine  disciple 
of  the  blessed  Jesus. 

There  have  been,  it  is  probable,  but  few 
serious  Christians  whose  spiritual  exer¬ 
cises  have  been  more  painful  than  her's. 
But  she  w  as  enabled  under  all,  at  some 
happy  seasons,  “  to  encourage  herself  in 
the  Lord  her  God;”  and  in  the  most  sor¬ 
rowful  intervals  had  reason  to  say,  “  that 
as  her  tribulation  abounded,  her  consola¬ 
tion  did  much  more  abound.” 

While  greatly  valued  by  all  her  acquain¬ 
tance,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  every 
blessing  which  tliis  world  could  afford,  for 
several  years  her  habit  of  body  was  evi¬ 
dently  consumptive;  and,  to  the  no  small 
grief  of  her  friends,  her  health  appeared 
to  be  gi’aduallv  declining.  But  the  conso¬ 
lations  which  tlie  gospel  is  so  admirably 
calculated  to  communicate,  were,  in  a 
great  measure,  withheld  during  this  the 
season  of  her  increasing  weakness  and 
pain,  till  within  about  six  weeks  of  her 
dissolution ;  when  the  Lord  was  gracious- 
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W  pleased  to  deliver  her  from  all  her 
(ears,  and  inspire  her  with  all  joy  and 
peace  in  believing. 

From  this  time  she  was  enabled  to  ex¬ 
press  the  feelings  of  her  mind  in  the  most 
cheerful  manner,  and  assured  her  sur¬ 
rounding  friends,  that  she  did  not  wish 
her  consolations  to  be  increased ;  for  that, 
in  her  present  feeble  state,  she  should  not 
be  able  to  support  them.  At  the  last  visit 
but  one  which  her  father  paid  her,  he  thus 
addressed  her,  “  Seeing  the  Lord  has 
been  so  very  gp*acious  to  you,  1  can  only 
beg  the  Holy  Spirit  to  continue  these  con¬ 
solations,  and,  if  it  be  his  will,  to  increase 
them.”  “  O  no,  father*”  she  immediately 
replied,  “  not  increase  them;  for  if  1  had 
more  comfort  I  should  certainly  lose  the 
exercise  of  my  rcascm.”  In  another  con¬ 
versation  she  enjoyed  with  her  dear  parent, 
she  said,  “  Father,  your  prayers  have 
been  the  means  of  my  conversion.”  What 
a  powerful  incentive  should  tins  be  to  all 
parents  daily  to  supplicate  the  throne  of 
mercy  in  behalf  of  tiieir  children  and  do¬ 
mestics  \ 

In  a  visit  made  her  by  Dr.  Rippon,  he 
was  greatly  instrumental  in  helping  her 
joy.  After  praying  with  her,  she  said. 

Sir,  I  approve  of  every  thing  in  your 
prayer  but  one,  your  praying  for  my  life; 
for  1  think  it  is  a  privilege  to  die  young.” 
At  one  time  she  said  to  her  sister,  “  1  die 
triumphantly,  and  in  the  full  assurance  of 
faith,  all  my  sins  are  forgiv|n,  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  me  from 
all  mv  sins !  Oh  1  feel  such  felicitv,  such 
joy!  Heaven  is  come  down  to  my  view;  I 
have  a  full  view  of  it.  My  sulTerings  are 
very  great,  but  my  joys  are  likewise  very 
great ;  I  have  not  the  least  shadow  of  a 
doubt  upon  my  mind!  I  am  triumphing, 
I  am  washed  in  Christ’s  blood,  and  clothed 
in  his  righteousness;*  to  G«>d  be  ascribed 
all  the  glory!  **  Not  mito  us,  O  Lord,  not 


unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  glory  for 
thy  mercy,  and  for  thy  truth’s  sake.”  Be¬ 
ing  at  another  time  in  great  pain,  she  said, 

**  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  as  it  seemeth 
him  good.”  Referring  to  Mr.Toplady’s  es¬ 
say,  entitled  “  Life  a  Journey;”  in  which  he 
observes,  that  the  nearer  the  believer  ap¬ 
proaches  to  heaven,  the  clearer  frequently 
are  his  views  of  it,  she  then  added  with 
him, 

“  Divinely  fair,  and  full  in  sight, 

“  The  shining  turrets  rise.” 

Some  time  after,  the  adversary  was 
permitted,  for  a  short  season,  to  gain  an 
advantage  over  her ;  upon  which,  with  a 
sorrowful  countenance,  she  addressed  her 
sister,  **  1  am  afraid  that  my  religion  is  all 
a  delusion.”  But  the  Lord,  in  infinite 
compassion,  soon  appeared  for  her  relief; 
and,  after  a  few  minutes,  she  expressed 
herself  with  a  pathos  which  will  not  be 
soon  forgotten:  “  I  can  tread  Satan  under 
my  feet:  help  me  to  praise,  help  me  to 
praise.  Pray,  my  dear  sister,  live  near  to 
the  Lord;  for  1  feel  it  to  have  been  of  the 
utmost  importance  now  1  am  in  the  near 
prospect  of  eternity. 

A  short  time  before  her  dissolution, 
looking  at  a  Bible,  she  exclaimed,  **  1  am 
interested  in  all  the  precious  promises 
contained  in  that  blessed  book.”  And  in 
the  night  previous  to  her  departure,  she 
expressed  herself  to  her  aunt,  “  I  am  very 
bad,  and  do  not  know  what  the  Lord  is 
about  to  do  with  me;  but  all  is  well;  1  am 
going  to  heaven.”  * 

In  this  most  delightful  frame  of  mind 
did  my  beloved  child  exchange  tliis  world 
for  a  ^tter,  on  the  21st  of  June,  1805,  in 
her  33d  year. 

From  the  commencement  of  her  con¬ 
version  to  the  closing  scene,  her  behaviour 
was  uniformly  exemplary  in  the  highest 
degree:  it  may  be  justly  admired,  but 
wdUnot  be  easily  imitated.  R.  D. 


POETRY. 


THE  MISSIONARY. 

As  when  the  fiery  steeds  the  Tishbite  bore. 
Sublime  to  heaven,  from  Jordan’s  sacred 
shore. 

His  useless  mantle  down  the  prophet 
threw. 

And  vanish’d  from  his  great  disciple’s 
view; 

The  falling  robe  Elijah  used  to  W'ear, 
Elisha  caught,  and  treasured  up  witli  care; 
And  God  (apostate  Israel  still  to  save) 
The  master’s  Spirit  to  the  pupil  gave : 

His  pow’rful  voice  obedient  nature  heard. 
Chang’d  Hnd  suspended  by  a  mortal’s  word. 


Just  so  the  old  apostles  live  again; 
Their  ardent  zeal  transferr’d  to  other  me 
Touch’d  with  a  lender  sense  of  human" 
woe. 

To  distant  lands  and  barb’rous  climes 


.  tljey  go,  j 

To  polar  regions  of  eternal  snow,  J 

Where  sullen  winterholds  his  horrid  reign. 
And  frighted  summer  flies  his  white 
domain ; 

Well  pleas’d,  endure  the  cheerles  dismal 
night. 

Nor  see  for  months  a  ray  of  heav’nly  light: 
Ordauntlessploughtheangryfoamingseas, 
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Scorning  inglorious  rest  and  slu^j^ish  ease: 
Escap’d  from  harm,  thd’  oft  with  tempest 
toss’d, 

At  length  they  land  upon  some  unknown 
coast : 

Then  o’er  vast  plains,  huge  rocks,  and  fo¬ 
rests  gray. 

And  trackless  deserts  urge  their  weary 
way ; 

And  brave  tlie  fury  of  the  torrid  zone. 

Nor  heed  the  lion’s  growl,  or  fell  hyena’s 
moan ! 

How  mean  the  trophies  are,  by  Cxsar  • 
won ! 

How  fade  the  laurels  of  proud  Philip’s  son! 
From  land  to  land  th*  insatiate  victor  flies; 
His  aim  destruction,  infamy  his  prize  ! 
Before  him  rumours  march,  and  pallid  fear. 
And  well-fed  vultures  hover  o’er  his  rear! 
Curs’d  be  his  mem’ry!  this  shall  be  his  lot: 
His  name  and  carcase  shall  together  rot! 

Illustrious  heroes !  friends  to  God  and 
man ! 

Go  on  to  execute  your  noble  plan  ! 
Descending  bands  of  angels  arc  your 
guard, 

Heav’n  and  eternallife  your  great  reward! 
Go  tell  the  heathen  that  Messiah  died 
(That  glorious  personage  to  God  allied) 
His  sacred  blood  on  Calvary  was  spilt. 

To  cleanse  the  vilest  of  the  vile  from  guilt: 
Wash’d  in  his  blood,  and  sanctified  by 
grace. 

The  last  and  meanest  of  the  human  race; 
The  squalid  Hottentot,  with  filth  be¬ 
smear’d. 

Rose  from  his  den,  and  like  a  man  appear’d. 

O  wondrous  power,  the  gospel  here  dis¬ 
plays!  , 

O  glorious  prelude  of  more  happy  days ! 
Look  up  to  heaven,  my  muse !  What  seest 
thou  there  ? 

Draw  back  the  veil,  and  what  thou  seest 
declare. 

There  sits  the  Saviour  on  a  throne  of  grace, 
Soft  love  and  mercy  beaming  in  his  face! 
Behold  the  crimson  torrent  flowing  wl<le 
From  his  pierc’d  hands  and  feet  and 
wounded  side ; 

fdie  vital  river  of  celestial  blood. 

Vast  is  the  stream,  and  deep  the  swelling 
flood ! 

‘Not  Nile  itself  so  large^a  tide  can  boast. 
When  yearly  it  o’erflows  tlie  Memphian 
coast: 

Not  Nile  itself  such  boundless  riches 
yields. 

The  fertilizer  of  ih*  Egyptian  fields ; 

Nor  stately  Thames,  Britannia’s  pride, 

*  that  laves 

A  tliousand  navies  with  its  silver  waves; 


Which  waft  tlie  treasures  of  a  thousand  ’ 
lands, 

And  load  with  with  affluence  the  groaning 
strands ! 

Poor  are  the  treasure.^  of  terrestrial  mold, 
And  small  the  w'orth  of  perishable  gold! 
Salvation  in  the  purple  c\irrent  rolls. 
Complete  redemption  for  degen’rate  souls; 
Blessings  for  ev’ry  age  and  cv’ry  clime, 

For  vast  eternity  and  fleeting  time! 

Blessings  for  every  circumstance  and  state. 
The  young,  the  old,  th*  ignoble  and  tlie 
great! 

Whatever  God  can  give  or  man  receive, 
Grace  to  repent,  love,  sufier,  and  believe, 
And  crowns  of  life,  with  hcav’nly  lustre 
bright, 

T*  adorn  the  saints  in  everlasting  light! 

And,  now,  my  muse,  with  penetrating 
eye, 

View  the  long  ages  of  futurity; 

Survey  the  glories  of  this  earthly  ball. 

When  great  Messiah’s  kingdom  covers  all! 
Hail,  happy  period!  when  the  cannons  roar, 
And  horrid  din  of  arms  is  heard  no  more; 
When  every  swelling  hill  and  spreading 
plain 

Waves  its  luxuriant  robes  of  yellow  grain; 
When  peace  and  love,  and  each  celestial 
grace, 

Serenely  sliincs  in  ev’ry  smiling  face; 

When  cheerful  plenty  cottagers  possess, 
Alike  unknown  pale  want  and  foul  excess! 
Sweet  songs  of  praise,  and  swelling  an¬ 
thems  ris^ 

Like  curling  incense  to  the  list'ning  skies; 
The  general  chorus  makes  Uie  earth  re¬ 
sound. 

And  floating  clouds  reverberate  the  sound! 

When  high  in  heav’n  the  missionary 
stands, 

And  secs  the  gospel  spread  thro*  distant 
lands 

(Patient  he  plough’d  and  sow’d  the  stub¬ 
born  soil, 

Too  scantily  repaid  his  ceaseless  toil; 

With  stedfast  constancy  his  work  he  ply’d. 
Till  spent  with  labours  and  with  cares  he 
died! 

He  sleeps  in  dust;  to  lu'aven  Ids  spirit  flics, 
And  views  at  last  a  boundless  harvest  rise! ) 
His  bosom  swells  with  joys  to  transport 
grown. 

With  joys  to  brightest  scraplam  unknown! 

Fatlier  of  mercies,  send  thy  Spirit  down. 
And  give  thy  Son  the  universal  crown! 

Let  Jews  and  Gentiles  come  with  one  ac¬ 
cord. 

To  hail  the  Saviour,  and  confess  him  Lord! 
Let  Jesus  reign  unrivall’d  and  alone. 

And  pond’rous  ruin  crush  proutl  Satan’s 
tltronc!  W.  W* 


